
Made One 

Ephesians 2:14-18 

 

There are many areas where it is easy to disagree with other people. 

 

I remember buying this jacket in the Christmas sales. We went from 

shop to shop and each time Vicky said no. Eventually I found this 

jacket, which I thought was wonderfully fashionable. She agreed with 

me but only because she wanted the fashion parade to stop! 

 

It’s not restricted to shopping. Human beings have a remarkable 

ability to disagree about almost anything.  

 

 Which curtains will we buy? 

 Which carpet will we choose? 

 Which film will we watch? 

 

We disagree about so much.  

 

But let tell you about one area where agreement is always found. 

Our desire to experience peace.  

 

Whether we’re talking about peace on a national scale, a family 

scale or a personal scale.  

 

We all want to see with our eyes and feel with our bones a world 

where conflict is banished and harmony is present.  

 

We all want it. But it seems so elusive. 

 

It’s like water pouring through our fingers.  

 

Genuine peace seems so elusive. 

 

If this is what you think then listen again to these verses from 

Ephesians chapter 2. 

 

Read Ephesians 2:14-18. 

 

Peace is mentioned four times. 

 

 Vs 14 – He himself is our peace 

 Vs 15 – His purpose was to create one new humanity out of the 

two, thus making peace 

 Vs 17 – He came and preached peace to those who were far 

away and peace to those who were near. 

 

The repetition of the same word 4 times in 5 verses is very 

significant. It is a Bible way of making sure we understand that this is 

the big point of the section.  

 

It’s like us taking a highlighter to make sure that the big idea stands 

out. 

 

Two crucial questions. 

 

 What peace is Paul talking about?  

 How can we experience it? 

 

First, peace is a person (Vs 14) 

 

Unmistakably and unashamedly, the apostle Paul says Christ 

himself is our peace. Jesus is not like the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations who might be sent to broker peace between warring 

nations. He may have a part to play in creating peace but we’d never 

say that Antonio Guterres is our peace. However, this is exactly what 

the Bible says about Jesus. 

 



This is an important reminder that Jesus isn’t the one who hands 

out the gifts. No, he is the one in whom all the blessings are found. 

 

Sometimes we are tempted to want what Jesus can give us rather 

than Jesus himself. 

 

It’s like grandparents coming to visit their grandchildren at Christmas. 

Don’t just be happy for what they can give you, be happy that you 

can spend time with them. 

 

The same is true with Jesus. Let’s not just treat Jesus like a divine 

version of Amazon, the best way to get out hands on our spiritual 

necessities. No, let’s desire him first and foremost. Let’s appreciate 

that everything else we need is found and experienced when we are 

personally connected to Jesus. 

 

What kind of peace is found in Jesus? Two types of peace.  

 

 Peace with people (Vs 14-15) 

 Peace with God (Vs 16-18) 

 

First, peace with people (Vs 14-15) 

 

Listen again to verse 14. Read verses 14 and 15. 

 

The great purpose of Jesus is to create one new humanity. 

 

This is what our hearts yearn for. We want diversity in unity. 

 

The good news of the Bible is that Jesus wants this well. But unlike 

us, Jesus can do it! 

 

How has he done it? He destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 

hostility. Or in the words of verse 15, he set side in his flesh the law 

with its commands and regulations.  

The Old Testament law divided Jews from Gentiles. 

 

 It kept Gentiles from coming in 

 It kept Jews from going out 

 

Jesus set this aside. He did this in a very unusual way. In his flesh. 

 

The Son of God took on human flesh. This enabled him to… 

 

 Keep the law 

 Fulfil the law – all the shadows fulfilled in him 

 Suffer the law 

 

This means that in Christ, Jews and Gentiles perfectly keep the law 

even though in themselves they are law breakers. 

 

This enables there to be one new humanity, united in Christ, even 

though they might be diverse in hundreds of ways. 

 

The way Christ has done this is crucial for our unity, joy and love.  

 

He didn’t just give the Gentiles a free pass. This would have caused 

upset with the Jews. No, it is Christ himself who has dealt with the 

law for both Jew and Gentile. This makes joyful unity possible.  

 

 It means that diverse culture can be expressed. 

 It means there is no place for annoyance or upset. 

 

Christ is what we all need to satisfy the demands of the law. 

 

What does this mean for us? When we struggle to stay together, 

let’s remember the reason we are together. Jesus is our hope. If we 

cannot move from him then we cannot move from each other.  

 



Second, peace with God (Vs 16-18) 

 

Listen to verse 16. Read verses 16 to 18. 

 

Let me point out three things from these verses.  

 

First, notice that Paul says through his death on the cross Jesus put 

to death their hostility? Surely the cross was about him being put to 

death? It was through his death that he paid the price of sin and won 

the hearts of his enemies.  

 

Second, peace was required by those who were far away and those 

who were near. 

 

I’m reminded of the parable of the lost sons. There were two lost 

sons. 

 

 Be careful that you don’t think you are too far away to be helped 

 Be careful that you don’t think you are too close to need help 

 

Third, Jesus came and preached peace to you who were far away 

and those who were near. 

 

How? Jesus preaches through those who communicate his apostolic 

message. 

 

John 10 – my sheep hear my voice. 

 

So let’s be inspired to keep on spreading the news of where the 

peace that we long for can truly be found. And let’s keep inviting 

people to put their faith in Jesus because this is how they become in 

Christ, and this is how we can all experience the peace that we 

crave. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


