
Helter Skelter  

Judges 2:6-3:11 

 

There is a big difference between knowing things about a person 

and knowing them. 

 

Take for example, the Queen of the United Kingdom. I certainly know 

things about her but I don’t know her in a personal way. 

 

So here are some interesting facts about the Queen.  

 

 She is 95 years old.  

 She was born at 17 Bruton Street in Mayfair, London. This is now 

a Chinese restaurant.    

 Her favourite dogs are corgis 

 She is the only person in the UK who is allowed to drive without a 

driving licence.  

 

Here’s the truth. Knowing things about the Queen is very different 

from knowing her. 

 

The same is true with God.  

 

It is very easy to know things about God. To read books about his 

activities. To listen to talks about his achievements. And to engage in 

discussion with his admirers. However, knowing things about God is 

not the same as knowing God.  

 

Knowing God means to have a personal relationship of love with 

God that trusts him to provide everything we need. 

 

This section of Judges is all about the importance of knowing God 

and the tragedy that unfolds when we don’t. 

 

We going to spend most of our time focusing on the generations that 

didn’t know the LORD and we’re going to learn some big lessons 

from their devastating story of destruction. But to begin with let 

me show you the generation that did know the LORD.  

 

1. The generation that knew the LORD (2:6-9) 

 

Look at 2:6. Read verses 6 and 7. 

 

We’ve already been told from Judges chapter 1 that the obedience 

from this generation was far from perfect. It was often half-hearted 

and it frequently led to compromises and setbacks. However, in 

comparison with the disobedience that is about to come from the 

future generations, this current one looks very impressive. 

 

It’s not all rosy. It’s not all hip hip hooray. But at least there are 

some positive stories of progress. Some territory has been taken. 

Some advances have been made. And all because this generation 

described in these verses have seen the great things the LORD has 

done for Israel. 

 

That is, there is a personal awareness of the powerful provision 

of the LORD.  

 

For them it’s not theoretical. It’s not academic. It does make sense 

in their heads. But it’s truth that is also lodged in their hearts.  

 

This kind of truth is powerful. Personal and precious heart 

beliefs about an all-powerful providing God make a big difference.  

 

Practical transformation and acts of obedience flow from a heart 

that knows God in a personal way. 

 

Do you know God like this? 

 



For those of us who do know God in this personal way we need to be 

careful.  

 

It is perfectly possible to move from a position where our hearts 

delight in God and where we trust him to provide everything we need 

to a place where God is distant and our hearts are cold and full of 

unbelief about what God can really do for us. When this happens the 

consequences can be catastrophic.  

 

To help us avoid the disaster let’s learn some big lessons from the 

generations who didn’t know the LORD.  

 

2. The generations that didn’t know the LORD (2:10-3:11) 

 

Look at verse 10. Read verse 10. 

 

What a fascinating statement! 

 

This cannot mean that they didn’t know anything about the LORD. 

As if a new generation didn’t know anything about their dramatic 

history of rescue and deliverance.  

 

They knew the facts but they were theoretical, which means yhey 

made no practical difference to how they lived.  

 

God wasn’t personal. He wasn’t precious to them. And they didn’t 

trust that he could provide what they needed in the nitty gritty of daily 

experience. 

 

We’re not told how they arrived at this dangerous position but let me 

mention two common causes that I witness today 

 

 What we hear from our ancestors 

 What we see from our ancestors 

 

First, what we hear from our ancestors 

 

Do we hear what the truths mean? The implications? God did this 

and this means… 

 

Do we hear that the truths need to be personally appropriated? We 

must embrace them. 

 

If not, then the danger is that we will end up knowing things about 

God but not knowing him.  

 

Second, what we see from our ancestors 

 

Actions speak louder than words. 

 

Do we see a passionate commitment to live for God or a passionate 

commitment to worldly pursuits with God tagged on at the edges? 

 

I don’t mean sinless perfection. I mean heart devotion.  

 

This is a powerful influence on the generations below us.  

 

When we see this in the generations above it helps to make the 

truths real. 

 

When we don’t it often leads to icy hearts in the generations that 

follow.  

 

If you have parents who are seeking to live passionately for God, 

don’t dismiss them as wacky and odd fundamentalists. No, praise 

God for his grace in giving you parents like this.  

 

As I said, we’re not told exactly why the generation after Joshua 

ended up not knowing the LORD. However, we are told what 

happened to them as a result.  



Look at verse 11. Read verses 11 to 12a. 

 

This is a devastating picture of what happened to this generation of 

God’s people. 

 

In short, they left him for other gods. 

 

Did you notice how this is described? It is called evil behaviour.  

 

I don’t know what pops into your head when you think of evil 

behaviour but I imagine for most of us it isn’t turning away from the 

God of the Bible.  

 

It is of the utmost seriousness when God’s people turn away from 

the God who has rescued them and end up passionately pursuing 

other people and priorities. 

 

Why would anyone do this? It is always very tempting, particularly 

when our hearts have cooled for Jesus. 

 

The struggle is often focused on two areas, provision and pleasure. 

 

First, provision. How confident are we that God can deliver in this 

department of my life? 

 

The Israelites faced this head on as they started to live in Canaan. 

Could they trust God to continue to provide for them? Or did they 

have to look to the local Canaanites gods to give them what they 

needed in this new land, things like food, safety and children? 

The same is true for us. Yes, we might be convinced Jesus is a great 

provider in the realm of forgiveness and heaven, but what about 

for finance, education, my job, my kids, my health and my 

earthly future? Can we trust that Jesus will deliver in ever 

department of my life? Or does he only have authority in some? 

 

Second, pleasure.  

 

Let me tell you something about the Canaanite gods. Their 

worshippers thought they were essential to providing fertility for the 

land and for their families.  

 

Fertility down below was thought to be an overflow of romance up 

above. The Canaanites believed that when Baal and his girlfriend 

Ashtoreth got into bed, then fertility opened up for them. But it wasn’t 

all let go and let Baal. The Canaanite religion was setup to with 

practices to encourage the gods to get frisky. Their religious places 

had temple prostitutes and it was believed that having sex with them 

would encouraged Baal and Ashtoreth to jump into bed with each 

other.  

 

Can you imagine how tempting this was to the new Israelite settlers? 

Why not come along to our temple and check out what we do. Just 

wait until you see the Order of Service! 

 

There was a battle to trust that their God was the one who could 

provide the pleasure they needed. 

 

Times may have changed but I think we face the same temptations 

in the same two areas. 

 

 Will we trust that Jesus can provide in all areas? 

 Will we trust that Jesus can give us the pleasure we crave? 

 

Let’s not be naïve. False gods are alluring. They are particularly 

tempting when our hearts have cooled for Christ.  

 

It’s like sitting in a car on a hill. Without power we don’t stay still. We 

roll away. We need power to keep on advancing.  

 



Let’s see the danger of drifting from a personal and precious 

knowledge of God. Conversely, let’s see the joy sticking close to 

Jesus. 

 

It’s vital for us to notice how God responded to his people’s rejection.  

 

Look at the end of verse 12. 

 

Read verses 12b-13. 

 

We are told unmistakably that God was angry with his beloved 

people.  

 

How can a God of love be angry with his people?  

 

Often we think that anger is the opposite of love. But actually anger 

can be what comes from love. 

 

Imagine how a devoted husband would respond to news that his wife 

has committed adultery. He is not indifferent, he is incandescent! 

 

The LORD is angry with his people not in spite of his love but 

because of his love.  

 

We discover how God tried to win back his people in the rest of 

Judges chapter 2 and the beginning of chapter 3. 

 

Let me highlight some key points.  

 

Look at verse 14. Read verses 14-15.  

 

God wanted his people to come to their senses. 

 

However, as we read on, we discover that God was super keen to 

relieve his people of their distress. 

Look at verse 16. Read verses 16-19.  

 

This is a very graphic account of both the sin of the people and the 

grace of God. Notice two things.  

 

First, how quick God is to act in grace. He sends a judge when 

they cry out. Othniel is only the first. He does this again and again! 

 

Second, how wicked the people are, both during and after the rule 

of a judge. Even during the rule of a judge the people don’t want to 

listen. After they have gone the behaviour gets worse and worse.  

 

This is the pattern we see played out in the future chapters of 

Judges. 

 

It’s like a dreadful helter skelter. The sin gets deeper and darker 

from one generation to another. It gets so bad that God says, 

enough is enough. I won’t drive the nations out and you’ll have to live 

among them. I’ll use this to test your loyalty to me.  

 

Tests in themselves are not a bad thing. Tests can give you an 

opportunity to shine. However, as 3:5-6 make clear the Israelites 

failed with flying colours! 

 

What about us? How will we respond to what we have heard this 

morning? I pray we’ll see the importance of knowing God in a 

personal and precious way. I pray this will knowledge will give us 

strength for the battle to trust God in the areas of provision and 

pleasure. I pray that even when we have to live with the 

consequences of bad choices that we won’t keep on making future 

bad choices. May our great deliverer the Lord Jesus Christ allow us 

to break free from the shackles that enslave us. Let’s pray.  


