
 Who came down at Christmas?  

The divine creator 

John 1:1-5 

 

Guessing someone’s age is a risky business. 

 

There is tremendous joy when we get it right. My experience at the 

International Food night. You are 35.  

 

However, there is also much embarrassment when we make a 

blunder. Because of this we all know the top tip - it’s better to go 

low than high. 

 

How old is Jesus? 

 

In the run up to Christmas we are spending three weeks gazing at 

the beautiful truths that we are presented with in the first 14 verses 

of John’s Gospel.  

 

The big question we’ll be thinking about all the way through is, “Who 

came down at Christmas?” 

 

We might meet some people in our lives who don’t think Jesus 

actually existed. However, the vast amount of the population is 

convinced that a real person called Jesus walked and talked on our 

planet 2000 years ago. 

 

Who was he?  

 

- Is he special, significant and even sensational?  

 

- Or is he just ordinary, overrated and perhaps outdated? 

 

It’s fascinating to compare how the different gospel writers present 

the true story of Jesus. 

Matthew begins with Abraham and then focuses on the birth 

announcement from Joseph’s perspective. 

 

Mark says nothing about the birth of Jesus. We just get the adult 

Jesus bursting onto the pages of human history and turning the 

world upside down. 

 

Luke tells the story from Mary’s perspective. The angel Gabriel 

appears to her and she believes. 

 

What about John? Where does he begin his story? 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 to 2.  

 

At first sight it looks like we are being taken to the beginning of the 

world. However, the truth is that we are being taken back to before 

the beginning.  

 

To a period before there was ever a cosmos and before any 

creatures ever existed in the created universe. 

 

Let’s get this clear. There was a beginning. Our universe has not 

been around forever. Physical matter does not have an eternal 

existence. It had a beginning. 

 

This prompts all the big questions. From where? Or from whom? 

How did it all begin? What or who was around before? 

 

The Bible says, in the beginning was the Word. 

 

The Word was with God and the Word was God.  

 

This is such a wonderful truth. We’re being told that before one atom 

ever existed, there was life.  

 



Personality and love have been around forever.  

 

There was a someone called the Word. This person was with God 

and was God. 

 

This isn’t a school boy error. It’s not a basic mistake that should have 

been picked up by John’s editor.  

 

No, it’s a profound statement about the identity of the Son of God. 

 

In John chapter 1, he’s called the Word. We’re told… 

 

- He was with God before the creation of the universe. 

- He was God.  

 

This is a beautiful way of saying that the Word was with God the 

Father for all eternity and that the Word is on the same divine level 

as him. 

 

First, if there was a line that separated the Creator from his 

creatures then the Word would be on the same side as God the 

Father.  

 

Second, the Word is not less divine than the Father.  

 

This is the beginnings of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. This 

is truth that we believe in one united God who exists as three divine 

persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Before anything was made, love was present.  

 

According to John chapter 1, one of these persons was born 2000 

years ago. 

 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

This has so many joyful implications but let me highlight one.  

 

God wants us to know him.  

 

He doesn’t need us but we need him. 

 

He loves us so much that he came turned up.  

 

He didn’t wait for us to ask. 

 

God has made contact with us. 

 

This is why Jesus is such a game-changer.  

 

What else are we told about the Word? 

 

Look at verse 3. Read verse 3. 

 

This is a comprehensive statement about the involvement of the 

Word of God in the creation of all things. 

 

This verse deliberately echoes the language of Genesis 1:1-3. 

 

John chapter 1 assures us that the Word was involved in making 

everything. Through him all things were made. 

 

He has a finger in every pie. 

 

It can be tempting to think that the Old Testament was the period of 

God the Father. The early NT was the work of the Son. The rest is 

the work of the Spirit.  

 

The truth is that all three members of the Trinity are actively 

involved at all times.  

 



Jesus was involved in creating everything. I don’t mean Jesus in 

human flesh created every star and planet. No, I mean the eternal 

person who would take on human flesh did all this.  

 

Let me point out three implications of this.  

 

- This means that Jesus can forgive us. He is not some third party 

without any involvement. He is the offended party. 

 

- This assures us that the ways of Jesus can be trusted. 

 

- This means that Jesus can look after us. Trust him for the 

outcome for the godly decisions we make.  

 

Who came down at Christmas?  

 

- The one who has always existed.  

- The one who created everything. 

 

Lastly, the one who gives new spiritual life to all kinds of people.  

 

Look at verse 4. Read verse 4. 

 

This could simply be saying that the eternal Word is the one who 

gives creation life to the human race. 

 

Of course it is true that everything we need to exist physically is 

provided and sustained by the eternal Word of God.  

 

For example, it is the Son of God who maintains the sun that gives 

us light and heart. 

 

However, I’m more convinced that verse 4 is talking about the 

involvement of Jesus in giving us spiritual life and so spiritual 

light.  

By nature we are… 

 

- Spiritually dead 

- Spiritually dark 

 

But there is hope. The one who has always had life in himself is 

keen to give us life. And the presence of this new life will open our 

spiritual eyes. 

 

His life in us leads to our light. 

 

This reminds us of the radical change that must be done in every 

human heart.  

 

We don’t just need an external makeover. We need to be born again.  

 

How? Look at verse 5. Read verse 5. 

 

The life we need comes from the shining light of Jesus. That is, 

through the light of his gospel spreading around the world. This 

produces the life of Christ in us. This life turns on our spiritual lights 

so we can see Jesus properly.  

 

Do you see the process? Light – life – light  

 

Sometimes the task of sharing the good news of Jesus seems so 

big. Sometimes it can seem overwhelming and sometimes it may 

seem pointless. Which is why the statement at the end of verse 5 is 

so encouraging. Read verse 5.  

 

The light continues to shine and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

It never will!  

 



We know this because the eternal Word who has always existed, the 

eternal Word who created everything, and the eternal Word who 

came down at that first Christmas – well it is the same eternal Word 

who continues to share his good news through his illuminated 

people. Which means that nothing can every stop his perfect 

plans for being accomplished.  

 

So let’s not lose heart.  

 

In fact, to the contrary let’s be expectant that Jesus will grant new 

life and so new light to people we know in the months to come.  

 

Let’s seize the moment of Christmas. Pray for the Fun Day later and 

let’s be inviting and praying for our two carol services on 19th 

December. 

 

The shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

Let’s pray.  


