
 Stand fast in grace 

1 Peter 5:12-14 

 

On Friday evening I had the experience of driving home through a 

red wind warning. I was in Newcastle for some ministry with the 

Anglican Mission in England and I finished what I was doing at 730 in 

the evening. By this time Storm Arwen was raging across the North 

East. I decided not to travel back to Scarborough by the coastal 

roads but instead travelled inland. Let me tell you something. I have 

never prayed so much for God’s help in a car before. The drive was 

horrendous. At one point on a very snowy dual carriageway the only 

safe way to travel was in the left hand lane at max speed of around 

30 mph. Then it got worse. My sat nav took me in the pitch black to a 

hill called Sutton Bank. As I approached there were no other cars 

and as I climbed the hill I could see the amount of snow increase as I 

got higher and higher. Well I prayed out loud, “Lord please get me to 

the top of this hill.” I’m very grateful he did. My little car made it 

around the winding bends in second gear and when I reached the 

top I felt a huge amount of relief and joy. However, then I 

remembered something. I needed to come down the other side. At 

this point the tarmac disappeared as it was completely covered in 

snow. Well not surprisingly I prayed as I slowly drove down to the 

town of Hemlsey at 10 mph. An hour later I made it home and what a 

feeling it was to finally arrive at the place my heart wanted to be. 

 

Over these last three months we have been walking through every 

chapter of the New Testament book of 1 Peter.  

 

The big theme that we’ve spoken about again and again is the hope 

of going home.  

 

Of course being a Christian transforms our experience of life in the 

here and now. It’s truly wonderful to commit ourselves to Jesus in the 

present. 

 

However, following the Saviour isn’t just relevant for our brief earthly 

existence. No, being a Christian provides a sure and certain hope for 

life beyond the grave. 

 

One day we are going home.  

 

We will spend eternity in perfect relationship with Jesus and his 

people.  

 

Sin, suffering and sickness will all be removed. Replaced with 

perfect satisfaction and perfect security in the presence of our 

personal Saviour.   

 

We can think of 1 Peter as a travel guide. It’s a book that is written to 

guide us through the journey, to teach us how to travel, and to 

remind us of the glorious future that awaits us in just a little while. 

 

Today we reach the end of the book and in verse 12 we are 

presented with a beautiful summary of everything we have learned.  

 

Listen to this. Verse 12. Read verse 12.  

 

Peter is writing to encourage them. This should be the outcome 

when we read what is written. Of course we will be challenged and 

convicted but the ultimate aim is not to make us feel bad but to give 

us courage for the journey. To give us strength and joy as we walk 

towards our heavenly home. 

 

Peter does this by presenting the true grace of God.  

 

This is phrase packed full of significance so let’s slow down and 

ponder it. 

 

 



Why doesn’t he simply say the grace of God? That would have 

worked in the sentence. But no he deliberately summarises he has 

written as the true grace of God.  

 

Which of course implies there is something called false grace. That 

is, something that masquerades as the grace of God, that pretends it 

is the grace of God but on closer inspection it is found to be false, 

untrue, unless and dangerous. 

 

When we talk about the grace of God we are referring to the 

infinitely generous and totally undeserved love of God.  

 

This is at the heart of Christianity. 

 

Christianity is not a DIY religion.  

 

It’s not even a PSE religion. That is a pay someone else religion.  

 

Christianity is all about God’s grace. His underserved, unmerited 

kindness towards sinners like you and me.  

 

Grace is amazing. However, there is such a thing as false grace. 

 

What is false grace?  

 

 It is a grace without change 

 It is grace without commitment 

 It is grace without cost 

 

In short, it’s the kind of message that doesn’t demand anything 

and direct anyone.  

 

It’s pathetic and powerless. And yet it can be very popular.  

 

It’s not hard to understand why. Grace without change, commitment 

and cost gives you heaven but leaves you in charge of earth. 

 

But that’s a disaster. I don’t want to be in charge of earth. It was my 

sin that got me into trouble in the first place. So the last thing I need 

is to follow the path of my selfish desires. 

 

No we need the true grace of God. 

 

That is, the generous and undeserved kindness of God that leads 

to significant changes in our lives.  

 

A grace where God looks us in the eye and says, “I love you so 

much that I want to address this area of your existence. In this arena 

I want you to live like this. And not because you need to earn your 

salvation. No, not at all. But because my love for you extends 

towards your behaviour.” 

 

This is how Peter summaries the content of his letter. 

 

I hope this helps you make sense of what you read.  

 

It’s all about God’s true grace. 

 

Whether we’re reading about… 

 

 The mercy that gives us new birth  

 Or the instruction to be holy  

 Or the command to love each other deeply 

 Or our identity as God’s holy people 

 Or the instructions to live out our faith in a pagan world  

 Or the teaching that God has appointed leadership in local 

churches 

 



All of this is part of the true grace of God.  

 

It’s not some grace and some law. No, it’s all grace. 

 

Or if I can put it like this, God’s true grace does two things. It 

secures our eternal salvation and it shapes our earthly 

sanctification. 

 

At the end of verse 12 Peter tells us what he wants us to do with this 

grace. Did you see it? Look again at the end of verse 12. Read 

verse 12b.  

 

We are to stand fast in it. 

 

Don’t deviate from it. Don’t move away from it. No, put your brakes 

on so you don’t slide away from God’s multifaceted kindness. 

 

It seems to me that there are two dangerous alternatives that we 

need to avoid as we walk forward towards heaven. 

 

 Cheap grace 

 

 Oppressive performance 

 

For our happiness and our holiness let’s stand fast in the true 

grace of God. 

 

Let’s do this together! 

 

You’ve heard me say this many times that Christianity is not a solo 

religion. It’s not just about me and Jesus, it’s about us and Jesus.  

 

I love that this is how Peter finishes his letter.  

 

Look at verse 13. Read verses 13 and 14. 

Let me highlight two things from these closing words. 

 

First, notice who sends their greetings to the churches Peter is 

writing to.  

 

She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends greetings. 

Babylon is a code word for Rome, which is probably where Peter 

was when he wrote. 

 

Babylon was the Old Testament place of exile.  

 

Who is the she? It’s a way of describing the church in that location.  

 

Peter’s readers are being reminded that they are not the only ones in 

exile. No, they are in exile together with their global brothers and 

sisters. 

 

This is a great motivation for standing fast in the true grace of God 

 

Second, Peter says greet each other with a kiss of love 

 

This is wonderful reminder that as a Christian I am to be part of an 

affectionate family. My church is not just the crowd that I celebrate 

with but my spiritual family who are to love me and whom I am to 

love in return. These brothers and sisters will help me remain 

committed to the true grace of God.  

  

Let me finish by asking you a personal question, where will you be 

in a 1000 years time?  

 

Not a Christian?  

 

A Christian? Will you get there? Listen to the travel guide. Stand 

fast in the true grace of God. Let’s pray. 


