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What are you hoping for? 

Some people have lost hope. There is no light at the end of the tunnel. 

Others aren’t hoping for anything. Life’s pretty good in the present. Their ambition is 
simply to keep life as it is. 

But assuming you have aspirations, what are you hoping for? Looking forward to? 

Set your hope fully 
Verse 13. “fully sober”. Or “fully set your hope”. 

All tied up with Jesus coming back. 

Often spoken of as judgement day (when Jesus comes to judge), but here it’s revelation 
day. Can’t see Jesus. Even when on earth, lots missed who he was. Looked like ordinary 
Jewish rabbi. Or madman. But day will come when Jesus returns to this earth, and it’ll be 
the big reveal. See him in all his splendour. Dazzlingly bright. Look a king. Philippians 2 
tells us: Every single person go down on their knees. See he’s God. Awesome. 

That’s the day when the grace we already have as Christians reaches full volume. Other 
texts: Bodies transformed into perfect bodies. Perfect health. End of suffering, sadness. 
Sin, never let each other down. Satan. Best food could ever imagine. Be with each other. 
Best of all, we’ll live with God – see his face. 

That’s the future. 

That’s what need to set our hope on. 

Set our hope on fully. 

First paragraph – 10-12. How to do this? Second paragraph 13-16. What looks like? In 
both cases, Peter points to the OT. 

Be Sure of God’s Plan 
Challenge these Christians faced: Put their hope in God’s plan to rescue them, but as plan 
starts unfold doesn’t look like they’re in right place. God promises future to save them 
from suffering. 

Why he wrote 1 Peter. 5:12 

So wants to reassure them things are going a/c plan. 

So tells them the plan 

10-11 

OT prophets did many things (called people back to God). But also predicted a king and 
rescuer God would send. Isaiah 53:7-9. 

Spoke of king who would ride a donkey, be killed alongside criminals, have a spear stuck 
in his side, be offered vinegar to drink, be buried in a tomb borrowed from a rich man, rise 
from the dead on day 3, and see the people his death had saved. 



God gave them the words. They’d have combed through them, trying to work out who 
these words refer to. Answer was: They weren’t writing for them. They were writing for 
those who would live in the era when these things come true. Writing for us. Verse 12. 

There’s the plan. Suffering then glory. Happened to J exactly as foretold. Plan on track. 
Same plan for them, for us – suffering then glory. 

Building flatpack furniture. Step 5 of 16 – is this really going to work. Show you pictures of 
what it’s meant to look like at that stage, reassured 

Changes way we see OT. Tend to think it’s really old, written by people long ago, for 
people long ago, but with things of relevance for modern day Christians 

Peter says Isaiah ministering to these Christians. HS inspired book of Isaiah because of 
things he wanted to say to a bunch of Christians in Turkey in 62 AD. Or for us. Spirit of 
God, who wants you to know the gospel, spoke to the prophets 3000 years beforehand 
so that he could speak to you through them. Read 10-12 with Trinity Scarborough in 
there. 

OT was written so that when life is tough and you wonder if being a Christian is really 
God’s plan to rescue you, you can read that plan, and be sure. That’s how you can be sure 
all the stuff God has promised that hasn’t happened yet will happen. That’s how you can 
be sure that God’s plan for you, if you know and love J, is suffering then glory. 

Let’s talk briefly about the angels. They’re not like the prophets, scratching their heads 
trying to understand Isaiah 53. Loving every minute of it. Like Bond enthusiast gets in for 
first night of No Time to Die, watches it every night for a week, over and over. Can’t get 
enough of God’s plan. That’s the plan we’re a part of, however fragile things may feel. 

Be Shaped by God’s Paternal Perfection 
Turn to second question. What look like in practice? Setting our hope fully on … - just 
scrunch up our eyes when things bad, and say “there’s no place like home”? That it? 

13-16 

Being focused on the future about getting your mind straight, then getting your behaviour 
straight. 

Mind – focused. Alert. Awake. Might translate it: Sleeves rolled up – sleeves of your mind. 
I’m going home. I’m going to be with Jesus. How does that affect me? What does that do 
to my priorities? What do I need to do along the way? Won’t drift into a lifestyle consistent 
with someone on their way to living with Jesus. 

Behaviour. What do you conform to? What mould fit? What shaped by? 

Don’t be driven by desires. If haven’t clue about direction of human history, you’ll just do 
what you feel like, whether healthy or not. Be a Nike person: “Just do it” 

Instead, children of God, so carry the family likeness. 

Children of obedience – living God’s way. 

God his holy. Utterly other. Set apart. No-one like him. So in every single area of life, we 
are to be holy.  



Point is: Being like God, being distinctive, touches every area of life. Come back in coming 
weeks, because Peter will draw many of them out. Radical stuff. 

But having your hope set on Jesus coming back is not about withdrawing, thinking about 
it until feel better. Rolling up sleeves, getting thinking straight, then letting God get to 
work to transform how you live as his child in every area of life. 

Conclusion 
What are you looking forward to? 

Peter says; Return of Jesus is God’s plan. Provided you continue to trust him. You will see 
him. It will be glorious. You will enjoy what God has for you on that day. 

If you’re still looking into person of Jesus – look into him. Follow him. Sometimes can 
look like a weird road to set out on, but we can have confidence this is God’s plan to 
make everything wonderful. 

Those of us who are Christians. Set all your hope on Jesus coming back. So focus. 
Concentrate. Live today like someone who is heading there. 

 


