
 Travel guide 

1 Peter 1:17-2:3 

 

What kind of person are you on a journey? Do you love to pass the 

time or do you aim for productivity? 

 

I guess it depends on the type of journey.  

 

 Is it short or will it last for ages?  

 What is the scenery like outside our window? Is it jaw dropping 

beautiful or is it relentlessly dull?  

 How do we feel? Are we full of energy? Or are we in need of a 

recharge? 

 

The Bible teaches us that Christians are on a journey. 

 

This world is not our home. This life is not all there is.  

 

No, we are travelling to the promised land. We’re on our way home. 

Home to heaven to be with our God and his people forever. 

 

The question is, what are we to do on the journey? 

 

Are we to pass the time? Aimlessly moving through our existence. 

Trying a view different things. But ultimately passing the time.  

 

Or does our glorious God want us to be productive? 

 

The Bible leaves us in no doubt.  

 

The days we live before we meet Jesus face to face are to be 

meaningful. They are to have purpose and direction.  

 

This is not our chance to pass the time. No, it’s our opportunity to 

redeem the time for the grand and noble purposes of God. 

This section of 1 Peter presents us with two big activities that 

should preoccupy our existence. 

 

 Live differently (1:17-21) 

 Love deeply (1:22-2:3) 

 

First, we are to live differently (1:17-21) 

 

Look at verse 17. Read verse 17. 

 

Earlier this week I read this verse at a small meeting of healthcare 

professionals who had gathered together to prayerfully plan future 

outreach and discipleship events. In the room was someone from 

India, someone from Nigeria, someone from Poland, someone from 

England and me from Scotland. After reading verse 17, I asked 

everyone how many foreigners were in the room? The correct 

answer is that all of us in the room were foreigners! 

 

This is because Christians belong to a different kingdom. Every 

follower of Jesus is a citizen of heaven.  We belong to a heavenly 

kingdom where different values and ambitions rule. 

 

This reality is to make a difference as we journey home. 

 

Peter says conduct yourselves as foreigners. 

 

That is, live your life differently from those around you. 

 

Don’t just wait until you arrive in the heavenly corridors before you 

take your first steps in heavenly behaviour. 

 

Be holy because the God we love is holy. 

 

Let’s not misunderstand holiness. It’s not the way of dry, depressing 

and dull duty. How can it be? God is holy.  



And God is the most bountifully happy and joyful being in the 

universe.  

 

Or if I can put it like this, holiness is the life of 4k colour bursting into 

a world of black and white pictures.  

 

I hope you find this encouraging if you are not yet a Christian and are 

looking for an alternative way of living. Perhaps you have been 

broken and battered by numerous human philosophies and choices. 

There is a better way. It is the way of Jesus Christ! 

 

Did you notice that Christians are to conduct themselves as 

foreigners throughout their entire time here on earth? Peter says, 

…”live out your time as foreigners here…” 

 

He doesn’t say, “Make sure you live differently when you are with 

other Christians. But you can do whatever you like with your non-

Christian friends, family and colleagues.” 

 

No, God says, live consistently different. 

 

Wherever we are be a connected human being. 

 

Don’t fragment your life and try and live two different lives, and hope 

they never meet. No, bring the values of heaven into the church 

family and the wider world.  

 

Let me ask you a question. How happy would you be for one of two 

people from Trinity Church to hang out with you when you meet up 

with your non-Christian mates? I know such a prospect may make us 

anxious but it shouldn’t make us alarmed. We shouldn’t dread this 

possibility. In fact, we should be looking for opportunities to make it a 

reality. We should aim to bring our two worlds together so that we 

seamlessly move between them and allow our friends on both sides 

to encounter each other.  

Living a consistently different life is difficult. So let me show us three 

motivations that God has weaved into this section of the Bible. 

 

First of all, we should do this because of reverent fear. 

 

Look again at verse 17. Read verse 17. 

 

This might strike us as strange. 

 

I thought there was nothing to fear as a Christian. In fact, surely 

perfect love drives out all fear. 

 

This is true of one type of fear.  

 

This is the fear of arriving in God’s presence as an unforgiven sinner. 

Of experiencing the full, fierce and fair judgement of the God of 

justice.  

 

This is what non-Christians should feel as they ponder their future 

with the God who made them, who gives them every good thing and 

who one day will hold everyone accountability for how they have 

lived in his world.  

 

However, this is not the fear the Christian should feel.  

 

There is no condemnation for those who have faith in Jesus. This 

fear has gone. 

 

However, it is wrong for us to abandon all fear altogether. There is 

something called reverent fear. This is not the terror of meeting God 

as distant judge but the awe, wonder and respect of knowing our 

Father God as the infinitely holy God that he is and desperately 

wanting to live in a way that leads to his smile.  

 



Do we have this fear as we make our daily choices? My hunch is that 

most of us have lost it. We have been sold a watered down grace 

that not only covers all our sins but removes any desire that we live 

out our days with a holy ambition to please our glorious God. A 

cheap grace which removes any fear that we may make choices that 

displease the God we love. 

 

However, this is one of three motivations to live as a foreigner. 

 

Second, we should do this because all the alternatives are 

worthless.  

 

Look at verse 18. Read verse 18.  

 

I have been struck all week by the phrase “empty way of life handed 

down to you by your ancestors” 

 

It doesn’t always seem like this.  

 

Often Christians are jealous of the choices made by their non-

Christian friends and fear that they are missing out on the good life.  

 

But what does God’s word say? Christian you are blessed. You 

are privileged. You have been redeemed from an empty way of life, 

from a way of living that at the end of the day will be revealed to 

have been worthless.  

 

This can be hard to take on board. Are we really to conclude that the 

life of every non-Christian has been empty and full of vanity? 

 

I’ve found it helpful this week to think of a heavenly ledger. A set of 

accounts for each person’s life. Imagine each activity getting a score 

and then added up. There is a rightness in this. It values the actions 

of anyone made in the image of God. However, the addition is not 

the end.  

Every total must be multiplied by two numbers depending on whether 

the person has trusted Christ of not. If not, then everything is 

multiplied by zero. This results in zero. A life in the light of eternity 

being without any real value. But for the Christian, everything is 

multiplied by infinity. Everything we have done counts for eternity! 

 

Brothers and sisters, I hope this emails the emotional turmoil you 

feel every day as we hear about the actions of our non-Christian 

friends and family. 

 

Let’s be motivated by this great truth. 

 

Don’t fear we are missing out. Don’t try and do the minimum. But 

let’s throw ourselves into living for Christ as strangers as we wait to 

arrive home.  

 

Third, we should do this because of the blood of Jesus. 

 

Look at verse 19. Read verse 19. 

 

Our gratitude and sense of debt increases to a person who has 

helped us the more danger we are in and the greater the cost in 

them changing our situation.  

 

We can’t get any more precious that blood of Jesus! 

 

Let’s be motivated by this! 

 

When we’re at the cross road of obedience let’s see the blood 

spluttered for us. As a result, let’s choose to live differently as we 

wait to arrive home.  

 

Second, let’s love deeply (1:22-2:3) 

 

As we finish let me talk more briefly about loving deeply.  



This is the second big activity we are told about in these verses.  

 

As we journey home we are to love other Christians from the heart. 

 

Look at verse 22. Read verses 22-25. 

 

At first sight it might sound strange for Peter to say in the same 

breath that we have already have sincere love for other Christians 

but that we must love each other deeply from the heart. 

 

Why command love if we already have love? 

 

The desire is there in the heart of a genuine Christian.  

 

This is put there at our spiritual birth. Which we’re told takes places 

through the Word of God.  

 

However, love is both an affection and an action. 

 

We’re given some examples of this kind of love in action in 2:1-3. 

 

Listen to this. Read 2:1-3. 

 

There is negative list to avoid. Malice. Deceit. Hypocrisy. Envy and 

Slander. 

 

However, there is also a positive example of how to show love. I’m 

not sure it’s the one I would have instinctively chosen. Together 

crave pure spiritual milk so that we can all grow up in our salvation.  

 

We love each other by seeking to hear God’s word. 

 

What better way! This is a word that produces eternal effects.  

 

It will change you. Which means it will change us.  

In Conclusion  

 

We’ve already sung this morning that we’re almost home.  

 

Let me encourage us not to pass the time but to seek to be as 

productive as we can. 

 

Let’s live differently and let’s love deeply until we see Jesus face to 

face. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


