
Significant but Scattered  

1 Peter 1:1-2 

 

Where is your home? 

 

At first sight this seems a very simple question.  

 

However, we only have to dig a little deeper and we soon discover 

that the answer isn’t as obvious as it seems.  

 

It would have been simple if I had asked, where were you born? Or 

where do you live? These are easy questions with easy answers. 

 

But, where is your home? is different.   

 

Home is not necessarily where you were born or where you live.  

 

Home is about where we belong, where we fit in, where we 

understand and where we love to be.  

 

For some people their home is identical to their place of birth or 

where they live or even both. 

 

But for many others this isn’t the case at all.  

 

This is certainly true for me. 

 

I was born in a Scottish town called Bellshill and I spend most of my 

first 17 years in a town called Wishaw. But I would never dream of 

calling any of these places home. I left Scotland in 1996 and have 

spent all my years since in England. Lots has changed in those 

years. Now when I visit Scotland I don’t feel as if I’m going home, I 

feel like a stranger. 

 

What about you? Where is your home? 

Is it Scarborough? Is this where you belong? Is this where you fit 

in? Is this where you understand and where you love to be? 

 

Or is there somewhere else? Perhaps a place elsewhere in the UK 

or maybe across the word? A place where your heart travels in your 

dreams. A place that brings you the biggest smile. 

 

Let me ask a slightly different question. 

 

Where should our home be? If we are a follower of Jesus Christ, 

where should we consider home? 

 

Today we start a new teaching series on the glorious New 

Testament letter that is 1 Peter.  

 

You’ll see from the screen that we’ve called it: On our way home.  

 

We’ve done this because 1 Peter is focused on teaching Christians 

how to live now as we wait to arrive in our true home.  

 

It wonderfully presents heaven, life with God and his people forever, 

as our true place of belonging and it instructs us how to journey 

together until we get there. 

 

It is a letter full of encouragement, full of hope and full of 

motivation. 

 

Let me say… 

 

If you are here this morning and you are feeling dissatisfied with the 

worldly possibilities that have been presented with you then I can 

promise you that the Christian vision of is much richer and much 

more joyful than anything else that you will ever hear. Let me 

encourage you to join us over these next few weeks as we walk 

through the hope of a Christian home.  



If you are a Christian who is feeling weary or slightly battered or 

hugely confused, then this teaching series will do your heart the 

world of God.  

 

Today our focus is on the opening two verses of this delightful 

letter.  

 

Let me read them to you.  

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2. 

 

All Scripture is God breathed. Everything is exactly as God intended 

it to be. 

 

In his wisdom God chose to use human authors to pen the words. 

 

The human author of this letter is the apostle Peter.  

 

I’m not going to dwell on this for very long but I do want to remind 

you how extraordinary this is. 

 

Remember who Peter is. He was the disciple who decided to 

rebuke Jesus. And he is the one who dramatically denied Jesus 

three times just before his crucifixion. He comes across as a big 

mouth with a big heart. But in the light of day he is revealed to be a 

fear filled failure. 

 

And yet look at him now! He writes as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 

That is, he is writing as an official spokesman of the king of king. His 

words carry the weight of divine authority.  

 

How does this happen? One word. Grace. It is a beautiful 

demonstration of the kindness and generosity of Jesus.  

Through his grace he makes failures into his fellow workers.  

 

Does anyone here today need to hear this? 

 

The promise of Jesus is not to make you in an apostle. But his grace 

means you don’t just get a seat in the crowd. You get to serve in 

the church! 

 

Peter’s letter is addressed to God’s elect, exiles, who have been 

scattered across the Roman empire.  

 

Let me pick up the two key words – elect and exiles. 

 

We’ll do it in reverse order.  

 

First of all, let’s consider what it means to be God’s exiles.  

 

The original word in Greek that we see as exile can be translated in 

different ways.  

 

For example, it is perfectly legitimate to translate it (parepidemos) as 

aliens or strangers or even refugees.  

 

All these words are helpful because together they communicate the 

predicament of being in a place that seems foreign and where you 

don’t fit in. In short a place that isn’t home. 

 

However, my favourite translation is still the word exiles.  

 

For two reasons.  

 

First, it has Old Testament roots. God’s people were exiles in the 

nation of Babylon. It’s always good to remind ourselves that our 

Christian story isn’t just about me or even about my church or about 

my current generation.  

 



No we are part of a story that snakes its way through history. In 

fact, it’s a story that continues throughout all human history.  

 

It’s very easy to feel rootless in the world. Being a Christian gives 

you a back story that is deeply comforting in a disconnected world.  

 

Second, I love the word exiles because of what we get taught about 

this in the Old Testament.  

 

So not just because it’s in the Old Testament but because of what it 

means in the Old Testament.  

 

What did it mean for the Jewish people to be exiles in Babylon? 

Not just that they were strangers. They were that. Not just that they 

were foreigners who felt they didn’t belong. And not even just a 

people far from home. No, above all they were a people far away 

from their home with God.  

 

Let me be careful to nuance what I’ve just said. God was certainly 

with them in exile. However, they were far away from the temple of 

God in Jerusalem. The place where God has promised to dwell in an 

especially beautiful way.  

 

The amazing truth of 1 Peter chapter 1 verse 1 is that Peter now 

says that Christians are God’s exiles, a people scattered 

throughout the world.  

 

Let’s take this on board.  

 

To be an exile means to be far away from our home. Far away from 

the true place where God dwells in a special way. For Christians this 

doesn’t mean the earthly Jerusalem across the water but the 

heavenly Jerusalem beyond the skies.  

 

Or in other words, if you are a Christian heaven is your home. It is 

the place we belong and the place where we will experience the 

presence of God in the most wonderful way.  

 

This means, wherever we are on this earth at this point will be place 

of exile.  

 

A growing number in our church family have moved to the UK in 

recent months. Many from Nigerian. Some from India and the 

Philippines. It’s not the same is it. The temperature is different. The 

accents are different. The clothes are different and the food is 

different. How does it feel to be a stranger in a foreign land? It’s hard 

isn’t it?  

 

Here’s the truth. If you are a Christian, wherever you live in this world 

you will feel like a stranger in a foreign land. We will feel different. It 

won’t always make sense. And it will sometimes feel disorienting.  

 

Why? Because we are exiles far from home. 

 

Our true citizenship is in heaven. Our true government and our true 

values come from the lips and the life of Jesus Christ. These are 

often in contradiction to the values and priorities of the people 

around us. Because of this we will feel like we don’t belong.  

 

Let me say something for your encouragement. If you don’t feel at 

home in the world then good. Well done. This is right. You haven’t 

done anything wrong. It is the inevitable result of being born again by 

the Spirit of God and seeking to live in obedience to Jesus.  

 

If you don’t feel ill at ease with the world then that’s another 

conversation entirely. If that’s a description of your life then I want 

to ring the alarm bells and wave the red flags. 

 



However, for today I want to focus on the healthy tension felt by the 

Christian who eagerly listening to the Bible and seeking to put it into 

practice.  seeking to serve Jesus.  

 

I want to say to you. Until you arrive home in heaven, this is how it 

will be. We will feel like an alien every day. 

 

What do foreigners normally do to help them survive in a strange 

land? They find other people from their home. Others to cheer them 

up and encourage them and remind them of home. 

 

We need this as Christians. We need to gather with other exiles to 

help each other on the journey home. 

 

Our challenge is not to huddle together in some sort of Christian 

ghetto, battening down in the hatches in fear of a toxic culture 

pouring into the church. No, as we’ll discover throughout 1 Peter, we 

have been scattered with a purpose. We are to declare the praises 

of him who has called us out of darkness. But here’s the reality. We 

don’t do this on our own. We help each other on the journey home. 

 

We are God’s exiles.  

 

But, secondly, we are also God’s elect. 

 

Or to use the words of verse 2, we are a people…read verse 2.  

 

Why are you a Christian? Many of us will say because I have put my 

faith in Jesus.  

 

This is true. But it’s not the whole story. 

 

Let me give you an example. Suppose I give you a lift him in my car 

and I turn the key and the car starts. Suppose I then ask you, why 

has the car started?  

You could say because you have turned the key. Or you might give a 

very different explanation. For example, if you were an engineer you 

might give an under the bonnet explanation that speaks about 

engines and petrol and cylinders and ignition switches. Both are true! 

 

In verse 2 of 1 Peter chapter 1 we are given the under the bonnet 

explanation of why we are Christians.  

 

The first thing we’re told is that we have been chosen according to 

the foreknowledge of God the Father. 

 

The Bible says that way before we were ever born, the God of 

eternity knew what would happen in his world. He knew the sinful 

carnage that was on the radar despite his generous start for the 

human race. 

 

He knew what we would all become by our sinful choices. 

 

And yet, flowing from his heart of divine love, God the Father chose 

some of us to be his children. 

 

Or to use the language of verse 2, we have been chosen according 

to the foreknowledge of God the Father.  

 

This doesn’t mean that God the Father looked ahead and saw that 

one day we would be keen on choosing Jesus and, as a result, he 

chose us for his family. 

 

No, it means that before we ever dreamed of choosing Jesus, God 

the Father in the past ages of eternity proactively chose to know us 

as his children, to move us from the realm of sin to the safety of his 

salvation. 

 

The second thing we’re told is that this plan was to be actioned 

through the sanctifying wok of the Spirit.  



This is talking about the radical work of the Holy Spirit at the 

beginning of our Christian lives. When he sets us apart as the holy 

people of God. When we are born again by his power.  

 

The choice made in eternity is actioned in history. 

 

The third thing we’re told is the purpose of this plan. Did you see it? 

We have been chosen by the Father to be obedient to Jesus Christ 

and sprinkled with his blood. 

 

What a beautiful way of describing what it means to be a Christian. 

He’s our King and he’s our Saviour.  

 

As I finish let me tell you one of the reasons why it’s so important to 

know about this under the bonnet explanation of why people 

become Christians.  

 

We’ve heard today that we are God’s exiles. This explains so much 

of what it feels like to live for Jesus in the world.  

 

It leaves us with a question. Will we make it home? 

 

Yes. Why? Because we are not simply God’s exiles, we are God’s 

elect. 

 

We are the ones known by the Father for all eternity, sanctified by 

the Spirit and sprinkled by the blood of Jesus. 

 

Which is the assurance we need that God will get his people home.  

 

Ultimately it’s not about us and our ability but about God and his 

powerful grace. 

 

We have witnessed many heart wrenching scenes from Afghanistan 

of powerful nations seeking to get their people home.  

Again and again we have heard the same devastating comment – 

we couldn’t do all we wanted. 

 

God is not like this. He will get us home. 

 

So this week as we are scattered again into the world let’s be 

encouraged.  

 

Our tension is normal. We are God’s exiles.  

 

However, we will make it home. And that’s because we are God’s 

elect. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


