
Vision express 

Mark 8:22-33 

 

There are many things in our lives that we would love to do on our 

first attempt.  

 

It might be passing your driving test. Or getting the grades on an 

important exam. Or maybe being able to do a lateral flow test without 

throwing up in the kitchen.  

 

We love being successful. We love being able to pick things up 

quickly. We love being able to do things on our first attempt.  

 

The reality is that we don’t always succeed. 

 

Sometimes it takes a person many attempts to receive their driving 

licence. And sometimes even though we try our best we have to re-

sit the exam.  

 

We’d love it to be otherwise but sometimes there is a disconnect 

between our desire and our ability.  

 

What about Jesus? 

 

Would you expect him to always deliver on his promises? And to do 

this quickly. 

 

Surely this is a no brainer. If the Bible’s description of Jesus is true 

then what would stop him accomplishing his plans? 

 

What barricade could possibly hinder the all-powerful and all-loving 

Son of God from doing exactly what he wants? 

 

So here’s my question. Why does Jesus take two attempts to heal 

a blind man in Mark chapter 8? 

It is such a surprise. So let me show you why. 

 

Have a look at verse 22. Read verses 22 and 23. 

 

The answer I would have expected goes something like this. 

“Absolutely. I can see everything perfectly. Brilliant job Jesus! I must 

now cancel my next Vision Express appointment as I seem to have 

20/20 vision.” 

 

But that’s not what happens. Listen to the man’s reply in verse 24. 

Read verse 24. 

 

That is, I kind of see but not perfectly. I see outlines and shadows 

but nothing is sharp and clear. I’m definitely not blind. However, you 

certainly don’t want me driving your car! 

 

This is when Jesus has a second attempt. Listen to verse 25. Read 

verse 25. 

 

My question is, why doesn’t Jesus do this straight away? Why 

not miss out the middle stage and go straight for the final 

celebration? Why do what seems like a half-job rather than the full 

miracle we are expecting? 

 

Let me tell you something. This is the only two-stage miracle 

recorded in the Gospels.  

 

Elsewhere in the Bible we see Jesus do miracles in a variety of 

ways. Sometimes he touches people. Sometimes he speaks to them. 

And sometimes he heals people when he isn’t even in their 

presence. There’s lots of variety. But in every circumstance, apart 

from this one in Mark chapter 8, every healing happens straight 

away. They are quick and decisive. A clear demonstration of Jesus’ 

power.  

 



Let me tell you why this case is different. 

 

It’s not because Jesus is out of practice. Or because he’s a little bit 

tired. Or because he misjudges the situation.  

 

No, Jesus deliberately heals the blind man in two-stages because 

he knows about the conversation that is about to happen in verses 

27 to 33. 

 

It’s incredible! Jesus’ knowledge of the future is so clear and so 

comprehensive that he purposefully prepares for a discussion that 

has yet to begin. 

 

Let me show you what I mean. Look at verse 27. Read verses 27 to 

29. 

 

This is a wonderful moment in Mark’s Gospel. Up until this point 

we’ve had 8 chapters full of Jesus doing mighty works and 

speaking mighty words. But now we come to the crunch point. The 

point when Jesus will ask his followers if they have worked out his 

true identity. Given what he’s done and given what he’s said, have 

they discovered who he really is? 

 

One of the things I love about this conversation on the road is that 

Jesus starts it. He initiatives the discussion that leads to the beautiful 

confession.  

 

His first question is a safe one. Who do people say I am? That is 

who do other people say I am? 

 

Can you imagine what your friends would say if you asked a similar 

question. Who do people say I am? They might respond, what are 

you talking about? Nobody knows who you are. Nobody is up all 

night agonising about your true identity.  

 

But they were for Jesus. They were intrigued by him. They were 

talking about him. He was making an impact. 

 

Many of the people thought Jesus was one of the great prophets, a 

bit like Islam today. People were comparing Jesus with the great 

men of God, people like John the Baptist and Elijah. Fearless 

prophets who brought the word of God to the people of God with 

confidence, courage, compassion and clarity. 

 

Jesus was certainly this. He spoke the word of God boldly. But was 

he more than this? 

 

We discover the answer when Jesus gets more direct with his 

disciples.  

 

Did you notice how personal it is in verse 29. Not what do other 

people say about me? But what about you? Who do you say I am? 

 

It’s easy to sit on the spiritual fence for a long time.  

 

We listen and we learn but we never decide. 

 

It’s vital that we listen and it’s crucial that we learn. But at some point 

we need to make a decision. We need to reveal our hand and say 

what we think.  

 

This is what the disciples do in verse 29. Peter answered, “You are 

the Messiah.” 

 

Across movie history there have been some great one liners 

 

 “The hills are alive.” (Sound of Music) 
 “You can’t handle the truth.” (J Nicholson – A few good men) 
 “I am your father.” (Vader in Empire Strikes Back) 

 



However, this one liner from Peter is in a league of its own.  

 

He looks Jesus in the eyes and says you are the Messiah.  

  

That is, you are not just special, you are unique.  

 

Special would be to call him a prophet. Unique is to call him the 

Messiah. 

 

The word Messiah literally means the Anointed One.  

 

By the time of Jesus is was used of the promised King that the 

people of God were longing to arrive.  

 

A king who would come and rescue his enslaved people from their 

dreadful situation.  

 

Many predictions were made in the Old testament about this unique 

individual. Many promises had been written down.  

 

And now Peter says, on the basis of what I’ve seen and heard, I are 

convinced that you are this this person. You are the Messiah, the 

Christ, the King.  

 

At this point we might have expected Peter’s statement to have gone 

viral. Surely the next thing to do is mobilise the social media 

campaign and get those interviews lined up with the local TV 

stations.  

 

This is a key moment in the Gospels. It is big news. Someone has 

finally confessed the true identity of Jesus.  

 

Why does Jesus tell Peter to keep his mouth shut in verse 30? Listen 

to this. Read verse 30.  

 

What do you mean, warned them not to tell anyone? Surely the best 

strategy from this point is to encourage them to go round the villages 

and towns and declare to anyone who would listen that Jesus is the 

Messiah? 

 

Why put a gagging order on Peter? 

 

Listen to what happens next. Verse 31. Read verses 31 and 32. 

 

This is an incredible scene! Only moment s before Peter had 

effectively bowed down as a devoted Subject to Jesus the promised 

Sovereign. He declares that Jesus is his Lord. The boss. The one 

who has the right to tell him what to do.  

 

But then as the conversation continues Peter takes Jesus aside and 

begins to rebuke him.  

 

Take this on board. Peter takes Jesus to one side and tells him off.  

 

He doesn’t just question Jesus, he rebukes Jesus. 

 

He berates Jesus for being an idiot.  

 

The crucial question is why? 

 

The answer is because Peter has no place for a suffering Messiah.   

 

He loves the idea of a conquering king. A powerful king who will 

liberate him from all his troubles. But the idea of a suffering saviour 

makes his mind vomit.  

 

It’s when Jesus starts saying that he must suffer many things and 

that he must be rejected and that he must be killed that Peter’s 

Messiah alarm bells start ringing loudly in his head. This cannot be! 

 



However, listen to what Jesus does in verse 33. Read verse 33. 

 

There are two big points that Jesus wants Peter to understand 

 

First, it is a Satanic desire to have a Messiah who doesn’t suffer.  

 

The reason is because only a suffering king can save his people 

from their sin.  

 

There are many situations in life when we know that something must 

happen.  

 

Think about what happens at the end of a meal at a restaurant. What 

must happen? Someone must pay. Either we do or the restaurant 

does.  

 

The same is true with our sin. Someone must pay. We deserve to 

pay. But the good news of the Bible is that Jesus the Messiah comes 

to pay the price for us. He does this by dying on the cross.  

 

But if he didn’t go through with suffering then we’d all be stuffed.  

 

Of course this is exactly what Satan wants.  

 

Second, Jesus tells Peter that he isn’t thinking about the concerns of 

God but merely human concerns.  

 

Peter’s mind is focused on a Messiah who will grant him earthly 

victories. But the chief concern of heaven is not to grant him peace 

from the Romans but to grant him peace with God.  

 

It is easy to be preoccupied with human concerns and then project 

these onto God as the things that should concern him most of all. 

However, this is a disaster for our lives. It is crucial that we allow 

God’s concerns to become our priorities.  

Can you see why Jesus told Peter to keep his mouth shut? 

 

Jesus wants people to know his true identify and if this is to happen 

his followers must share an accurate message.  

 

This is our challenge. To tell the world that Jesus is the promised 

King who has suffered on the cross.  

 

We may be tempted to speak about a suffering Saviour who 

isn’t king. 

 

This produces those who like the idea of being saved for heaven but 

who want to remain in charge of their own lives in the here and now. 

 

It’s also devastating for our confidence in Jesus to look after us in 

life. As well as our Saviour, we must also be persuaded that he is the 

power king in charge of everything.  

 

We may also be tempted to speak about a king who doesn’t 

suffer. 

 

This will create a Jesus who always removes our problems and 

replaces them with comfort and prosperity. 

 

The truth is that we have a King who has suffered for us. Let us 

proclaim this message to the world! 

 

In Conclusion 

 

As I finish let me connect the dots between the two stage miracle of 

Jesus and this conversation between Jesus and his disciples.  

 

Did you spot the similarities? There is a link between the physical 

sight of the blind man and the spiritual sight of Peter. 

 



When Peter confesses Jesus as Messiah it looks as if he has got 

perfect spiritual sight. But the next part of the conversation shows us 

that by this point he is only partially sighted. He is like the blind man 

who can see people but they look like trees. 

 

Peter needs more spiritual clarity to treat Jesus properly and this can 

only come through Jesus continuing to do miraculous things for his 

spiritual sight.  

 

This has two implications for us. 

 

First, it teaches that spiritual discovery is a process. 

 

Of course God can do anything he likes. But his normal pattern is for 

us to arrive at the truth gradually over time as we are exposed to the 

word of God. 

 

Second, it teaches that behind all our discoveries is the miracle 

working power of Jesus. 

 

This means there is hope for all of us! 

 

Let’s continue to put ourselves in the way of the Bible and let’s pray 

for Jesus to increasingly fix our spiritual eyesight until we finally see 

him for who he really is. 

 

Let’s pray.   

 

 

 

 

 


