
The deaf hear and the mute speak 

Mark 7:31-37 

 

There are many processes in life that require something very 

powerful to make them happen. 

 

Sometimes it’s very obvious that a huge amount of power has been 

released. 

 

Think about getting a rocket into space. The event is dramatic and 

unmistakable. The fuel burns visibly and there is no doubt that a 

massive amount of power is required to move the rocket from the 

ground to the sky. 

 

However, it’s not always like this. There are many other processes 

that seem simple and straightforward on the surface. They look 

easy. As a result, we don’t always appreciate the vast power 

required to make it happen. 

 

Think about making a cup of tea. How many of you summon anyone 

else into the kitchen when you boil the kettle? How many of us shout 

to those around us, “Drop what you are doing. Come quickly. You 

are about to witness a powerful moment.” Of course we don’t! 

Because putting the kettle on is a very ordinary and far from dramatic 

event. There are no fireworks and no flames. All we do is click a 

button and listen to the gentle noise of the water beginning to boil. 

However, the truth is that in order for this to happen a huge release 

of power has to occur. Trace the cable back to the power station and 

we will see the enormous force required for us to make a small cup 

of tea. 

 

We see the same truths about power when we read the Bible. 

Sometimes the power of Jesus is obvious and dramatic, like in his 

miracles. But sometimes his power is hidden. On the surface what 

happens appears ordinary and easy. Straightforward and simple.  

However, beneath the surface it has taken a mighty action of God to 

achieve the result.  

 

This morning I want to show us two things from Mark chapter 7. 

 

 We’re going to explore a powerful physical miracle of Jesus 

 We’re going to explore a powerful spiritual miracle of Jesus 

 

One of these looks very dramatic on the surface and one of these 

looks very easy. However, what we’ll discover is that both require 

mighty power. 

 

First, the physical miracle of Jesus 

 

Look at verse 31. Read verse 31. 

 

A few weeks ago we read about Jesus doing a dramatic miracle in 

this area. It was in Mark chapter 5 and we saw Jesus encountering 

a man who was very troubled and who no one could help. But then 

Jesus turned his life around. He brought sanity to his mind and made 

this man a blessing to his community.  

 

However, instead of welcoming Jesus the people of this region, the 

area called the Decapolis, begged for him to leave. The reason it 

seems is that they didn’t want their lives turned around by Jesus, 

even if it was for the better.  

 

Here’s what I love about the verses I’ve just read. They tell us that 

Jesus comes back. The people didn’t want him but Jesus wants 

them. 

 

It’s a wonderful truth! Jesus is committed to people.  

 

His stick-ability is off the charts.  



He is not phased by the brush offs, by the push backs, and by the 

knocks. No, Jesus is a committed Saviour. 

 

How convinced are you of this? It’s so easy when life seems to be 

falling apart or when life is just really tough and relentless to think 

that Jesus has given up on us. Or that perhaps Jesus is now more 

interested in other people than he is in my life or problems.  

 

But that’s nonsense. Jesus went to the cross for us.  

 

He sacrificed his life to endure hell on the cross so we could be with 

him for all eternity.  

 

On the journey to the cross there were a thousand other paths that 

would have been easier and more comfortable. But what kept 

Jesus resolutely walking down the road to pain and execution? 

His love for you and me.  

 

He is so committed to us that he shed his blood on the cross. 

 

Jesus is committed to getting us to heaven in good shape. 

 

When we put our faith in Jesus we have the possibility of becoming 

more like him. By the power of the Holy Spirit we are changed so 

that in our attitude and in our actions we behave more like Jesus. 

 

One of my desires for this church is that we become a committed 

people. 

 

Not merely a big crowd or a big celebration. But a big family. 

 

A people who are not simply growing in number but who are growing 

in love and affection for one another.  

 

We are to be like Jesus. A people who are committed to people.   

How committed are you to the people in this fellowship? 

 

This is a different question from, how much love to you feel from 

others? That’s often how we frame it. We talk in terms of how much 

we receive rather than how much we give. 

 

However, surely it’s better to talk about our contribution rather than 

our collection. 

 

Brothers and sisters I invite you to be part of a growing family. Let’s 

pray for God’s help so that we can be like Jesus as we commit 

ourselves to each other. 

 

Let me show what happened when Jesus arrived in the Decapolis  

 

Look at verse 32. Read verses 32 to 35. 

 

This is a lovely picture of the personal care and personal power of 

Jesus. Notice what he does.  

 

First of all, he takes the man aside from the crowd. Jesus treats this 

man as an individual with needs rather than uses him for a big media 

presentation.  

 

And then, second, Jesus relates to him a way that he will 

understand.  

 

Why does he put his fingers in the man’s ears and touch his 

tongue? Well, remember this man was deaf and mute. So Jesus 

couldn’t just tell him what he was going to otherwise he wouldn’t 

understand. So Jesus uses the power of touch to explain what is 

about to happen. It’s not magic. It’s beautiful symbolism to 

communicate the powerful physical miracle Jesus is about to do.  

 

We’re told in verse 37 how people responded to this dramatic event.  



Listen to this. Read verse 37. 

 

This phrase is designed to trigger a memory from the Old Testament. 

 

Let me read you a little section from Isaiah 35. 

 

Read Isaiah 35:3-6a, “Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the 

knees that give way; say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do 

not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with 

divine retribution he will come to save you.’ Then will the eyes of the 

blind be opened and the wars of the deaf unstopped. Then will the 

lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.” 

 

Do you see the connection? The miracles of Jesus reveal his true 

identity. They are not random tricks of power. No, they are the 

fulfilment of the Old Testament promises of what would happen 

when God himself came to the earth to save people.  

 

By doing the miracles Jesus is teaching that he is God. 

 

 

Second, the spiritual miracle of Jesus 

 

As we end I want to talk about a spiritual miracle that is closely 

related to what Jesus has just done.   

 

This is the miracle of spiritual hearing and spiritual speaking. 

 

Here’s the critical question: How easy is it for sinful humans to 

understand God’s word and speak God’s word? 

 

The Bible says that left to ourselves we are spiritually deaf and 

spiritually mute. That is, we can’t understand what God says and 

we can’t speak God’s truth in appropriate ways.  

 

To make my point let me read a section from Mark chapter 8 and 

verse 17.  

 

These are words that Jesus uses in response to a confused spiritual 

conversation his disciples are having.  

 

Listen to verse 17. Read verses 17 and 18. 

 

Or in other words, in spiritual terms they are just like the man who 

couldn’t hear and couldn’t speak. 

 

What they need is for Jesus to perform a spiritual miracle in their 

lives. 

 

It’s not just them. This is what we all need.  

 

In order to understand the Bible and speak about the Bible we 

need the help of Jesus. 

 

This is really encouraging. It means that anyone can understand the 

Bible. It’s not about academic achievement or religious upbringing. 

It’s about Jesus opening our spiritual ears. 

 

Which means that everything true that we’ve ever understood from 

God’s word has been the result of a spiritual miracle performed by 

Jesus. This won’t look as dramatic as what Jesus does in Mark 

chapter 7. However, it will require just as much power to achieve 

the end result! We need to keep on remembering this as it will keep 

on praising Jesus for his great work in our lives.  

 

This truth means we should be people who pray as we listen to 

the Bible. Whether we are Christians or those who can’t say this yet. 

Let’s not just wait around and hope it will make sense. Let’s plead 

with God to do a miracle in our ears. 

 



When it comes to speaking truth from the Bible I think the order of 

Jesus’ miracle in Mark chapter 7 is crucial for us to notice. 

 

Do you remember what he does? He touches the ears first and 

then he touches the mouth.  

 

The implication for us is surely that if we want to speak well then we 

first have to listen well. 

 

When we speak we speak in three directions. 

 

 Up to God – praise 

 Around to each other – encouragement 

 Out to the world – evangelism 

 

In order to speak like this, we need a spiritual miracle performed by 

Jesus. 

 

Again this is so encouraging. It’s not about natural ability. It’s about 

supernatural power working deep within.  

 

However, we need to realise that our speech is not disconnected 

from the spiritual miracle of hearing.  

 

In short, if we want to speak well in all three dimensions then we 

need to listen to God’s precious word. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


