
Generous provision 

Mark 6:30-56 

 

 

If you could choose an animal to represent you, what would you 

choose? 

 

Across the world and throughout the centuries this is a popular thing 

to do.  

 

Countries do it. Sports teams do it and companies do it. 

 

What would you choose for yourself if you could scroll through the 

entire animal kingdom and select the one that best represents how 

you want people to see you? 

 

I guess there are some animals that will be chosen the most. Popular 

ones like the lion or the tiger or the leopard or the eagle or the 

bear.  

 

Creatures that are strong, powerful and fast. 

 

There are other animals that never get shortlisted. Think about the 

skunk or the cockroach. Nobody ever wants them as the emblem 

on their t-shirt or their flag! 

 

Let me ask a different question. What animal has God chosen that 

he thinks best represents the human race?  

 

Listen to what we’re told in verse 34. Read verses 34. 

 

This is a powerful and pertinent picture of what humanity is like left 

to our own devices.  

 

What is God’s description of human beings who are not experiencing 

his loving rule and clear leadership? We are like sheep without a 

shepherd. 

 

This is not a flattering picture! 

 

Sheep are dependent creatures. 

 

They are not designed to be in charge of their own lives, to protect 

themselves from harm and to cook their own meals.  

 

No, they need a shepherd to guide them, lead them to a place where 

they can feed and protect them from danger. 

 

Without a shepherd they are in big trouble! 

 

This is what God says we are like without him at the centre of our 

lives. 

 

When God is not leading and when God is not protecting we are lost. 

 

We wander away from the healthy paths. We starve from lack of 

spiritual intake. We get ourselves into trouble and face situations that 

we are helpless to solve. 

 

This is because we have been created to need a shepherd. 

 

God has made us to be dependent on him. 

 

We know that children are dependent. But we mustn’t think that we 

mature from dependency when we become adults. No, God has 

hardwired us to need him. 

 

We are sheep. This means we need a shepherd. 

 



The focus of the section of the Bible we’ve had read this morning is 

to persuade us that Jesus is the divine shepherd who will provide 

everything we need. 

 

There will be other things we will learn this morning. But the big point 

I’d love us all to leave knowing either for the first time or reinforced in 

our hearts is that Jesus is the shepherd we’ve been created to need. 

 

Let me show you this from Mark’s Gospel. 

 

Look at verse 30. Read verses 30 to 31. 

 

Isn’t this wonderful response from Jesus? He has sent his disciples 

on a significant mission. They are teaching a message that if 

believed will change a person’s eternity. But Jesus isn’t a leader who 

aims to overwork his followers. He wants them to sacrifice but he has 

no desire to sacrifice them in burnout and stress. So he tells them to 

come with him for some relaxation and recuperation. 

 

This is what they do this in verse 32. Read verse 32.  

 

So far so good. But then they encounter a problem in verse 33. Read 

verses 33 and 34. 

 

How would you be tempted to react if you best laid plans had 

been foiled by this large crowd? Suppose you were in charge of 

the spa retreat and straight upon your arrival you were met by this 

large number of needy and noisy people, how would you respond? 

Our temptation would be to lose our rag and show visible frustration. 

 

But what about Jesus? He is not annoyed or angered by the mass 

of humanity vying for his attention. No he is moved by love and 

compassion as he sees them for what they are really like. They are 

sheep without a shepherd.  

 

They are helpless and vulnerable. They are without direction and in 

danger. They are without purpose and lost.  

 

As a response, Jesus begins to teach them many things.  

 

Why? Why does Jesus do this? It’s one thing to be moved with 

compassion. It is one thing to care. But why does Jesus respond by 

communicating God’s word to them?  

 

Jesus sees himself as the divine shepherd who provides what we 

need. 

 

Fundamentally this means we need to be led to the truth about who 

God is and be nourished by his life giving word. 

 

We are made for God. This means we are made for healthy spiritual 

food. Do you know what happens when we don’t get it? We either 

remain famished. Or we turn to all sorts of spiritual junk food that 

never truly satisfies. 

 

What we really need is for Jesus to provide for us. 

 

We need him to teach us many things. His teaching is like dining out 

a a high class Michelin star spiritual restaurant. It is the finest of fare. 

 

Some of us will have come across Maslow’s triangle. When he sets 

out our hierarchy of needs. This starts off with what are called the 

basic needs of life. Things like food, water, warmth and rest. Then 

increasingly we move up the triangle to other needs like security and 

safety, relationships and friends, feelings of accomplishment and 

achieving one’s full potential. Where should we put our need for 

spiritual food? Jesus would put it at the very bottom of the triangle. 

Fundamental to our human existence is to know God and to be 

known by him.   

 



This is why the first thing Jesus does when he sees the crowd is to 

teach them. He responds as a shepherd to one of our fundamental 

human needs – he feeds the spiritually hungry sheep. 

 

According to verses 35 to 44 this isn’t the only thing he did.  

 

Look at verse 35. Read verses 35 to 36. 

 

Maybe this seems like a reasonable request to you. Jesus has been 

teaching for a long time. It’s been great so far. But not only do the 

people need spiritual sustenance they also need food for their bellies 

Everyone is gathered in a remote places and their isn’t a Tesco 

Express in sight, so Jesus disciples come up to Jesus and ask him to 

dismiss the crowd so they can make the long journey to buy 

themselves something to eat. 

 

Jesus’ answer is provocative. Listen to verse 37. Read verse 37.  

 

By the end of verse 37 we should be in no doubt that no human 

being can provide for the needs of the vast crowd who have 

gathered around Jesus. There are no shops nearby and the disciples 

certainly don’t have the resources to provide what is required.  

 

This leaves the question, what about Jesus? What can he do in the 

face of this overwhelming and urgent need? 

 

Listen to verse 38. Read verses 38 to 44. 

 

The point of what Jesus does is to persuade us that Jesus is none 

other than the divine shepherd who can provide what his people 

need. 

 

We see this in a number of ways. 

 

First, notice where they sit down. In groups on the green grass. 

Of course this is a great eye witness detail. But it’s more than just a 

recollection from someone who was there. It’s supposed to trigger 

our remembrance of Psalm 23. 

 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in 

green pastures.” 

 

Second, the miraculous provision of the quality of food.  

 

From five loaves and two fish. 

 

This is not about Jesus persuading selfish people to share their 

sandwiches. 

 

No, this is a miraculous provision of food on a scale that only God 

could do. 

 

Third, where does all this take place? In a solitary place. 

 

We’re told about this three times. In verse 31. In verse 32 and in 

verse 35.  

 

All the action takes place in the wilderness.  

 

Put it all together and what are we witnessing? A miraculous 

feeding of people in the wilderness 

 

We’re supposed to conclude that Jesus is not just a caring human 

shepherd but the fully divine shepherd who not only cares for his 

people but can provide exactly what they need when they need it. 

 

This is all wonderfully encouraging and challenging for us as 

individuals and as a church. 

 

Let me spell out some of the implications. 



First, you may not be a Christian yet. This passage surely helps you 

to understand how you are feeling.  

 

The Bible says that without Jesus you are like a sheep without a 

shepherd. 

 

You are a dependent creature. But Jesus is your dependable 

creator.  

 

Second, it reminds us what priority our spiritual feeding should have 

in the essentials of life.  

 

The first thing Jesus does is not to provide the sandwiches. No the 

first thing he does is provide the sermon.  

 

Teaching for souls is more important than food for our 

stomachs. 

 

What do our current priorities reveal about our beliefs in this regard? 

 

Third, Jesus will provide everything we need as a church 

 

Let’s go forward with the faith to believe that the mission is right and 

the resources will be provided exactly when we need them. 

 

Before I finish I want to make some brief comments on verses 45 to 

56. 

 

At first sight these two instances seem totally unconnected.  

 

In verse 45 we’re told that after the feeding of the 5000 plus Jesus 

dismissed the crowd and then in verse 46 he goes up to a 

mountainside to pray. So it appears that what happens next is 

completely unrelated to what Jesus has just done.  

 

However, listen to what we’re told in verse 52. As Jesus climbed into 

the boat after walking on the water we’re told that the disciples were 

completely amazed because they had not understood about the 

loaves, their hearts were hardened.” 

 

The events are connected. In what way? It seems that the second 

event is designed to reinforce what they should have learnt in the 

first miracle, that Jesus is the divine shepherd who provides for his 

people. But they didn’t. They needed the same truth spelling out 

again. 

 

Now don’t we all? We are so slow to learn. But here’s the great 

news. God is eager to teach us. 

 

The key question is, how does the second event show us that Jesus 

is the divine shepherd who provides for his people? 

 

Listen to verse 47. Read verses 47 to 50. 

 

There are three things that show us that Jesus is the divine Lord. 

 

First, he walks on water. 

 

He is not walking on a sandbank and attempting to fool them. 

 

Jesus is the one who controls the elements he has made and 

upholds.  

 

Second, we’re told in verse 48 that he was about to pass by.  

 

This is an Old Testament phrase that is packed full of significance, 

 

 

 



 In the book of Exodus Moses had a a very close experience of 

God on Mount Sinai. This is what we’re told in Exodus 33:22, 

“When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and 

cover you with my hand until I have passed by.” 

 

 Something very similar happened to the prophet Elijah when he 

was on Mount Horeb. Listen to this from 1 Kings 19:11, “The 

Lord said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 

the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

 

 Or what about this one from the book of Job. Job 9:8,11, “God 

alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the 

sea…When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I 

cannot perceive him.” 

 

Third, the words of Jesus in verse 50 are full of divine significance. 

Take courage. It is I. Literally I am. Don’t be afraid.  

 

Jesus takes on God’s Old Testament name, I am. 

 

In short, the identity of Jesus is being reinforced.  

 

He is the divine shepherd who has every resource at his disposal to 

provide for his people 

 

So let’s not be afraid. Let’s be people of faith who trust Christ each 

day as we wait to see him face to face. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 


