
Unstoppable pain 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

Can you imagine living in a world without any nurses, without any 

doctors and without any pharmacists? 

 

Please don’t misunderstand me. I love our medics here at Trinity 

Church. If you are one here this morning we are so glad you are 

here 😊 

 

But let’s imagine a world without you. A society where we don’t 

need you to do your job.  

 

A place where there is no more sickness. No more calpol. No more 

vaccines. No more ambulances whizzing by with blue lights flashing. 

 

A community where no one ever dies. Where no one ever has to say 

a final good bye. Where funerals never take place. When tears are 

never shed. 

 

Can you imagine such a world? 

 

It’s almost impossible to contemplate. Sickness and death are so 

integrated into the fabric of our existence that it’s mind blowing to 

ponder a future where physical and emotional pain is completely 

removed. 

 

But wouldn’t this be wonderful? To experience physical life without 

any decay, without any disease and without death.  

 

This is the world we all want! 

 

According to the Bible, this is the world that Jesus promises to make 

when he returns again.  

 

However, here’s the encouraging truth. Jesus didn’t just promise a 

future, he gave us a taste of the future. 

 

That is, when he was here 2000 years ago, Jesus performed 

miracles in order show us what is to come.  

 

Now let’s be clear this wasn’t the only reason he did miracles but one 

of the purposes of his miraculous interventions over sickness and 

death is so that we glimpse what is around the corner at the return of 

Christ. 

 

It’s like one of those tester paint pots you can use before you paint 

the whole wall. You buy the little pot, dab the paint on a little bit of 

the wall and then step back to imagine what the whole surface will be 

like when it is covered in your chosen colour. 

 

The miracles of Jesus are like this. On the canvas of broken 

humanity Jesus begins to paint the future. 

 

This morning let me take us on a tour of the world to come. 

 

Look at verse 21. Read verses 21 to 23. 

 

This is a highly charged emotional scene. The little girl doesn’t have 

long left and her father faces the agonising decision of whether to 

stay with her and hold her hand or dash out to see if he can find 

someone to help. But who can help? Who can stop the tragedy 

unfolding before his eyes? He’s heard of a man called Jesus. A man 

mighty in power and full of compassion. Perhaps he can help? 

 

Jairus finds him. When he does he falls at his feet. Jairus might be 

the synagogue ruler, with all the power and status that comes with 

role, but in the face of death is powerless and weak and so casting 

off any embarrassment he gets on his knees and begs Jesus for 

help.  



I love Jesus’ response. Verse 24. Read verse 24a. 

 

Who do you turn to in desperate times? It might be family. 

Friends. Healthcare professionals. Government. Charities. Who is it 

for you? 

 

The truth is that in order for someone to help us they need two 

things. They need the resources and they need the desire. They 

need the power to make a difference and they need the compassion 

to get involved. 

 

Here’s what I want to tell you about Jesus. He loves to get involved. 

He is the infinitely powerful Son of God. He has the resources of 

heaven at his disposal. He can make a difference. And you know 

something, he wants to.  

 

Jesus is not irritated when we knock on his door. He doesn’t huff and 

puff and make us feel guilt for interrupting his busy schedule. No, he 

loves it. In fact, he loves you. And he has a passion for transforming 

our lives. 

 

So Jesus went with Jarius. 

 

However, this is when disaster seems to strike.  

 

Look at verse 24. Read verses 24b to 32. 

 

Remember there is an urgency to this journey. Jarius’ daughter is 

very sick. She is at death’s door. She is near the end. So every step 

matters. Every minute counts.  

 

But even though the clock is ticking, Jesus starts talking.  

 

He stops and he carefully searches for the person who has 

touched his cloak. 

Most of us find delay very difficult to deal with. Maybe it’s the 

frustration when looking at the train arrivals board and seeing that it’s 

delayed yet again. Or maybe someone is late for your meeting. 

Whatever it is, delay isn’t something we find easier. 

 

What about when we think God has delayed his intervention in our 

lives? When transformation of our circumstances takes a long time? 

When things seem to start well but then crash to a halt or are 

redirected down another route? 

 

Jarius must have been delighted that Jesus went with him straight 

away. But then he encounters the blockade. First, it’s the crowd 

pressing round Jesus like a flock of sheep on a narrow country lane. 

But then second there is the sudden stop to identify who touched 

Jesus’ cloak. 

 

Can you imagine the paramedics slowing down to chat to a friend on 

the way to A&E? Or stopping to ask how people on the streets are 

doing? Of course not. Their purpose is to get the emergency case to 

hospital as fast as possible. 

 

It’s clear that the woman who has been suffering for 12 years is in a 

desperate condition. She is weak. She is isolated. And she is 

broke. However, she isn’t going to die in the next few hours. 

Whereas, Jairus’ daughter is an emergency case.  

 

In fact, the woman has just been healed after touching Jesus’ cloak 

so why not keep the accelerator pedal pressed down and keep the 

focus on the little girl? Why delay the arrival of the emergency 

physician to the house that is crying for his attention? 

 

Here’s the truth. God always has purposes for the delays he allows 

in our lives. He often has multiple reasons that we may never know 

about and part of our challenge is to have faith in his decisions. In his 

goodness, power and wisdom.  



We don’t know all the reasons why Jesus delayed his arrival to 

Jairus’ daughter but let me mention two.  

 

First, he stopped to find the woman who touched his cloak because 

he wanted people to know that it was her faith in him that made the 

difference.  

 

Look at what we’re told in verse 33. Read verses 33 and 34. 

 

This is one of the key moments in this whole section.  

 

We already know that this troubled woman has been freed from her 

tremendous suffering but it isn’t exactly clear why. 

 

The woman definitely touched Jesus cloak and as a result she was 

liberated. However, are we really to believe that the garments of 

Jesus have some sort of magical healing power?  

 

Jesus wants to make it clear to the woman and to us that the answer 

is a categorical no.  

 

Notice what Jesus says to her. Not, “Your touch of my clothes has 

healed you” but, “Your faith has healed you.” 

 

Let’s be crystal clear about this. Faith is short-hand for faith in Jesus. 

 

It’s not simply that she had some sort of faith in something, Perhaps 

some invisible strength in her own abilities or some vague sense that 

the universe had good plans for her. No, she had out her trust in 

Jesus that he could do save her from her suffering. As a result of this 

faith she reached out her hand and touched his cloak.  

 

However, if Jesus hadn’t said anything to this woman then she, and 

us, might have been left confused about the real reason for her 

salvation. This is one of the reasons Jesus stopped to meet her. 

He wasn’t trying to embarrass her or make her feel bad. No, he 

deliberately brought her private faith into public view so that 

everyone could see faith in Jesus is the vital ingredient to salvation. 

 

It’s vital that we hear this today. The perfect salvation experience 

where suffering is no longer present is not entered into because of 

church attendance or church visiting or venerating religious objects 

or even through some undefined faith.  

 

No, salvation is entered into through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

This is the first reason why Jesus delayed his arrival at Jairus’ 

house.  

 

The second reason is found in verse 35 to 43. 

 

Look at verse 35. Read verse 35. 

 

Don’t you love how Jesus responds? Verse 36. Read verse 36. 

 

That is, he ignores them and invites Jarius to trust him.  

 

Jesus doesn’t get sucked into their limited understanding of the world 

which says that death is the winner every time in the contest of 

humanity.  

 

Of course we can’t blame the people for thinking this way because 

death normally is the winner.  

 

We know the horrible statistics. 100% of people who are born will 

die.  

 

But about when death meets Jesus? We know that Jesus has 

complete power over sickness but what about when the sickness 

ends the life of its victim?  



Look at verse 38. Read verses 38 to 43. 

 

How easy do you find it to wake someone from a nap? It’s not 

difficult is it? In fact, even if they are in a deep sleep it is very 

possible for any human being without any specialist equipment to 

rose someone else from their slumber.  

 

Let’s be clear. The little girl was dead. But for Jesus it’s as easy to 

raise someone from the dead as it is to wake someone from sleep. 

 

All of us long for a world where there is no more sickness or suffering 

or silence as people take their last breath. Wonderfully what we are 

presented with in Mark chapter 5 is a person who can deliver in our 

aspirations.  

 

When confronted with sickness, Jesus is the winner. When 

confronted with death, Jesus takes the victory.  

 

By doing so he gives us a taste of the future.  

 

He paints a little section on the wall and says, “Can you imagine the 

whole space like this?” Well, one day it will be!  

 

There is a date in heaven’s calendar when the same Jesus who 

walked the earth 2000 years ago will return again and he will finish 

what he started.  

 

His power, which so far we’ve only seen in miniature, will be fully 

released to create the world we all want. 

 

This means that until Jesus returns we will still experience suffering.  

 

It is not our right and it should not be our expectation that every 

suffering identified in our lives will be removed. 

 

I certainly believe that on the cross Jesus paid the price necessary 

for all of the gifts that we will receive. However, I don’t believe that 

the date of purchase is the same as the date of delivery for every 

one of them. 

 

It’s a bit like buying presents for someone’s birthday. You might buy 

them weeks in advance but that’s doesn’t mean they get them when 

your credit card is scanned. The date of purchase is often different 

from the date of delivery. 

 

Jesus Christ has purchased perfect health for all his followers. A life 

where we will not get sick and when our heart will never stop. 

However, this will only be delivered perfectly when Jesus returns 

again. 

 

This doesn’t mean we never seek medical help when sickness 

comes our way. We definitely should. 

 

This doesn’t mean we mustn’t pray for people to be healed. We 

definitely should. And we should expect that on the occasions 

chosen by God people will be healed.  

 

But here’s the crucial point. Perfect healing is not a feature of this 

age. It is a feature of the age to come.  

 

So dear friends if you pray for some sickness to be removed from 

your life and it isn’t then please don’t conclude that it is because 

you don’t have enough faith. It is not your fault. It is because God 

has answered your prayer with a not yet. With a later. God says, “I 

will remove it one day when my Son Jesus Christ returns and you 

are given a resurrection body.” But for now, you’ll have live with it. 

But here’s the thing God says, “I’ll give you the strength to keep on 

trusting in my goodness and wisdom as you endure the pain. Which 

will be a great testimony for other people.” Let’s pray. 

 


