
Kingdom growth 

Mark 4:26-34 

 

What do you think is the best strategy for creating a kingdom that is 

large and which lasts for a long time?  

 

I realise this is a question that you probably haven’t given much 

attention to. 

 

Maybe, like me, you enjoy playing Risk, this is the board game all 

about global domination. However, I suspect none of us stays awake 

at night strategizing about how the British empire can be great again. 

Particularly if you’re not even British! 

 

But suppose we did. Suppose we considered how the largest 

empires of the past and the present grew and spread, what would we 

discover? We’d find out that the big empires rely on two things. 

Warriors and weapons. 

 

They conquer those around them by using military muscle. 

 

This morning we’re going to focus on how God grows his kingdom.  

 

When the Bible talks about the kingdom of God it means the 

beautiful rule of King Jesus.  

 

The desire and plan of God the Father is for this rule to spread 

around the world as individuals embrace Jesus as their personal 

Saviour and Lord, and increasingly follow his instructions in every 

area of their lives. 

 

The question is this, what is God’s strategy for extending his 

kingdom? We know that we humans use warriors and weapons but 

what about God? We’re told the answer in verses 26 to 29.  

 

Listen to this. Read verses 26 to 29. 

 

Over the last two weeks as we’ve been working out way through 

Mark chapter 4, we’ve already heard Jesus talk about a sower, seed 

and soils.  

 

This is great news for us because it means we already knows what 

he means when he talks about a growing seed and a mustard seed. 

The language is used in a similar way. 

 

Let’s just do a recap. 

 

What’s the seed? The seed is the word of God. In our day, this 

means the words contained in the Bible.  

 

Who is the sower? Anyone who shares the word of God.  

 

What are the soils? The soils represent the different types of 

human hearts that receive the word of God. 

 

So far in Mark chapter 4, Jesus has focused on the relationship 

between how we listen to God’s words and the effect they have in 

our lives. 

 

Jesus wants us to listen well. To listen attentively and inquisitively. 

He promises that if we do we will accelerate in our understanding. 

 

In the parable of the growing seed Jesus speaks about the other side 

of what we can call the growth coin.  

 

So far we’ve looked at one side. The importance of our listening. But 

in verses 26 to 29 the coin is flipped over and we see the internal 

power of God’s word to achieve dramatic results.  

 

 



These verses are incredibly encouraging as we ponder how we 

can make a difference in the world. 

 

Let me highlight three vital lessons that we are taught in these 

verses.  

 

First, the kingdom of God spreads through the word of God.  

 

The rule of Jesus goes wider and deeper as the words in the Bible 

are spoken and shared. 

 

Wider – more and more people hear about Jesus and put their faith 

in him.  

 

Our desire as Christians should be to see the kingdom of God grow 

wider.  

 

Choosing religion is not like choosing ice cream from one of the 

shops on South Bay. It’s not about personal preference. No, Jesus 

claims to the way, the truth and the life and that only he can save our 

souls for eternity.  

 

This means we should long to see the rule of Jesus extended to as 

many people as possible.  

 

However, we should also want to see the kingdom of God grow 

deeper in the lives of those who have accepted Jesus as their Lord 

and Saviour.  

 

Here’s the truth. According to these verses, both of these things 

happen as the word of God is spread.  

 

Of course we pray and of course we live, but if we want more people 

to become Christians and if we want to see more Christians become 

mature then the words of the Bible need to be shared. 

Second, the power is in the seed not in the sower 

 

Look again at verse 27. Read verses 27 and 28a. 

  

Have you ever felt weak and inadequate for the task of spreading the 

good news of Jesus? 

 

I feel very weak and inadequate for many tasks.  

 

Only yesterday the chain came off the bike of my 6 year old. After a 

few minutes of wrestling with the metal my hands were left covered 

with oil and the chain left in exactly the same state as before! 

 

I don’t know what areas in life leave you feel helpless and frustrated 

but I suspect if you are a Christian then there will have been many 

occasions when you just haven’t felt up to communicating what you 

love about Jesus with other people. 

 

How do we overcome our fear of not being good enough? 

 

There are two popular answers to this questions.  

 

 The first answer is to wait until a high level of knowledge before 

sharing the word of God.  

 

 The second answer is to conclude that it’s not the job of most 

Christians to do this. Others decide that it’s not their job.  

 

It’s a bit like carrying guns in the UK police force. Not every police 

officer carries a gun. This is restricted to specially trained firearms 

officers. For some Christians, this is what it’s like in the church. 

There are some specialists who know how to talk about the Bible, 

but the vast majority of Christians are called simply to pray and live. 

 



I prefer the answer from Mark chapter 4. The power is in the seed, 

not the sower. 

 

This means we don’t need to wait until we feel strong or until we 

understand how it all works.  

 

No, the power doesn’t reside with us, it’s contained in the word itself. 

 

Our task is to trust that this is true and get sowing the seed. 

 

Remember this isn’t just about extending the rule of Jesus more 

widely, it’s also about taking it deeper in the lives of Christians. 

 

Many Christians would love to be involved in a dramatic act of faith 

that leads to dramatic results in the world around them. 

 

Mark 4 tells us how we can all do it. Speak the words of God. Share 

the Bible with those around us, whether they are Christians or not. 

Ask your question. Make your comment. 

 

Whatever it is, be involved in sowing the seed. 

 

Every time we do this, let’s believe God’s promise that the power is 

in the seed, not the sower. And let’s be patient as we wait for the 

results to be seen. 

 

Third, growth happens in stages 

 

Listen again to verse 28. Read verses 28 and 29.  

 

These verses are a crucial reminder that God’s words don’t achieve 

their full purpose straight away. 

 

God has a beautiful plan to transform us as individuals and as a 

community. 

We are all broken by sin in our mind, our affections and our will. We 

need restoration in our thinking, our feelings and our actions.  

 

God promises to do this in our lives until we arrive at the point of 

perfection. 

 

Ultimately this will happen when we see Jesus face to face. This will 

be our harvest. But before then God will gradually transform us as 

his powerful word does it’s work in our minds, in our hearts and in 

our wills.  

 

I hope you find all this terribly encouraging and terrifically exciting. 

But it does leave us with a question, how big an impact will the word 

of God eventually have?  

 

Or to use the language of the kingdom of God, how big will it get? 

 

Listen to what we’re told in verse 30. Read verses 30 to 32. 

 

The parable of the mustard seed is designed to contrast the smallest 

of the seed with the end result it produces.  

 

The difference is extraordinary. 

 

We’ve all heard of the empires that have grown big through weapons 

and warriors. But here is something on a different scale and 

something build on something that seems small and puny. The 

words of the Bible. 

 

What kind of impact can the words of a book have in the lives of 

people from across the world and across the centuries? 

 

Jesus says the effect will be exhilarating. The small seed of God’s 

word will produce a kingdom that will be enormous and everlasting.  

 



Many people today are on the edge of their seats to watch the final 

episode of this season of Line of Duty. They don’t want to miss out 

on this party. 

 

This is nothing in comparison to the final revelation of the kingdom 

of God.  

 

A great multitude that no one can count from every tribe and nation.  

 

How has this been done? All through the tiny seed of the word of 

God. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


