
Use your ears 

Mark 4:21-25 

 

Have you ever read something in the Bible that you have found 

difficult to understand? 

 

Perhaps something you’ve heard or seen that has left you 

scratching your head or asking questions. 

 

Of course you have. Join the club. 

 

You see the Bible does contain many things that are not easily 

understandable straight away. 

 

Quickly glance at certain parts of this book and it’s not like making a 

cup of instant coffee. What we’re looking for doesn’t appear within 

seconds.  

 

Which of course raises the question, why has God done it like 

this? 

 

Here are some of the options. 

 

Is God just a bad communicator? Has he tried his best but his limited 

knowledge and vocabulary have resulted in a book that is sometimes 

hard to grasp? We only have to say this out loud to realise how 

ridiculous it is. The creator of the universe, the one responsible for 

forming human beings with the capacity to communicate is not a bad 

communicator. He is the greatest communicator in the universe.  

 

Does this mean that God wasn’t involved in writing the Bible? Is it 

just a human book with lots of different ideas that are complicated 

and jumbled rather than God’s book containing his revealed truth? 

Listen to what the Bible says about itself. 2 Timothy 3:16, “All 

Scripture is God-breathed.” 

Don’t misunderstand this. Christians don’t believe God zapped the 

words onto the pages of the Bible using some magical pen. No, he 

used human authors to craft the text. But here’s the truth. Every 

word is exactly what God intends it to be. 

 

Here’s my question again, why has God done it like this? Why has 

he deliberately written the Bible in such a way that it doesn’t deliver 

instant easy answers? 

 

Listen to what Jesus says in verse 21. Read verses 21 and 22. 

 

We all know that the space under our beds is a great option for 

many things and for many occasions. It all begins in childhood when 

our mum or dad tells us to tidy our rooms. Children quickly learn that 

the space under their bed is their special friend. It almost seems to 

be unlimited in capacity and is able to rehouse all of our junk from 

the middle of the floor. I don’t think we lose these tidying skills as 

adults. We simply develop them to Olympic standards. Have you 

ever tried to sell a house? Where does all the stuff go to present your 

house as the spacious decluttered place that it isn’t? Anywhere it 

can! In the wardrobes. Under the beds. Quick everyone, tidy up. 

When people come round we hope they don’t peak in places they 

shouldn’t just in case they release a torrent of boxes and discover 

the truth about our mess. There are many occasions when we cram 

stuff under our beds. But this isn’t always the case.  

 

Suppose, for example, that you buy an expensive light to beautifully 

illuminate the area around it? When do we do when we get it home? 

Or when Amazon delivers it. We remove the packaging, put it in its 

spot, plug it in and turn it on. Why don’t we put it under the bed? 

Because it’s purpose is to reveal not to be hidden. 

 

Jesus says the same is true about his teaching, and by implication all 

of the Bible. The purpose of the words is to help us understand.  



To reveal God to us. To show us what he’s like, to illuminate what 

he’s done, what he is doing and what he will do in the future.  

 

God is not playing hard to get. He isn’t involved in a cosmic game 

of hide and seek, deliberately trying to avoid our detection. No he 

wants to be found. The purpose of every part of the Bible is to 

reveal the truth about God.  

 

God could have written the Bible in a very easy to read way, where 

every single truth is instantly grasped without any effort at all. But in 

his wisdom he decided on a better way.  

 

He decided to write a book that releases its revelation slowly.  

 

Initially when we read the Bible things may seem unclear or 

mysterious or uncertain. This is normal. It’s nothing to worry about.  

However, it is only a temporary situation. Because God’s plan is for 

us to make progress and to see the beautiful treasure contained in 

his book. 

 

This is what Jesus means in verse 22. Listen again to what he says. 

Read verse 22.  

 

Let me suggest three reasons why God has written the Bible in this 

way. 

 

 It takes us higher 

 It takes us wider 

 It takes us deeper 

 

First, it takes us higher. We turn to God for help. This is a great 

thing to do as it increases our dependence on him and our 

relationship with him. Reading the Bible is not an academic exercise 

for the intellectually curious. It is the way to hear God speak to us 

and spark our response to him in prayer.  

Second, it takes us wider 

 

We have the opportunities to turn to other Christians for help.  

 

Flying solo is not a Biblical term and not something to aim for. 

 

We need each other and one of the ways God pushes us towards 

other people is by writing a book that we don’t always find easy to 

read on our own. At this point God doesn’t want us to close our 

Bibles and or turn to something easier. He wants us to reach out to 

other Christians. 

 

Sometimes this will be to other Christians who are alive and 

sometimes it will be to Christians who are dead. 

 

We need the Christians around us in our local church.  

 

One of the dangers of the pandemic is that it has sent us to our 

homes as a place of isolated safety. Many of us are desperate to 

break out and see people again. But not everyone is. Some are 

happy in their solo bubble. If this is you, please know that this isn’t 

what God wants for your life. You need the church and the church 

needs you. 

 

What about dead Christians? I’m not talking about trying to contact 

those aren’t here anymore. I’m talking about hearing he voices of our 

brothers and sisters who have lived the Christian life in the hundreds 

of years before we were born. We are not the first generation ever to 

think about the Bible. There are many insights in the past waiting to 

inspire us in the present.  

 

Third, the way God has authored the Bible takes us deeper 

 

The process by which we arrive at the truth takes the information 

deeper in our minds and in our hearts. 



We know how this works from the world of food.  

 

There are some meals where it doesn’t matter if you scoff it down or 

eat it slowly. Think about eating a burger from McDonalds. It doesn’t 

matter either way. But consider going to a Michelin star restaurant 

and eating the most succulent steak. Eat it slowly. Savour the 

flavour.  

 

The Bible is more like a succulent steak than a cheap Big Mac. 

Or if you’re a vegetarian maybe something like a beautiful smashed 

avocado bagel with grilled halloumi on top rather than a packet of 

carrot crisps.  

 

God wants us to taste it slowly so that we appreciate his truth in a 

deep way. 

 

Higher, wider and deeper. 

 

At this point I guess one of the questions that we might be asking is 

this, what is God’s responsibility in all this and what is mine? 

That is, as we try and understand the Bible, what does God do and 

what do I do? 

 

Or if I can put it like this, what picture should we have in our minds? 

Is it sun lounger or coal mine? Is it me lazing on a sun lounger, 

passively waiting for God to bring me tasty snacks? Or is it me 

furiously digging in a gold mine trying to unearth treasures that God 

buried long ago? Or is it something else entirely? 

 

Look at verse 23. Read verses 23 to 25. 

 

It’s vital for us to see the connection between what Jesus says here 

about the importance of listening and what he said previously about 

his teaching bringing revelation.  

 

How is the truth revealed from God’s precious words? It’s not as 

we sit passively back and do nothing. It’s when we listen carefully to 

what God has written.  

 

And here’s the promise of Jesus. When we do this God will actively 

help us to understand what we are hearing. This normally takes a 

period of time rather than it happening in a moment.  

 

But let’s be clear about the plan of God.  

 

Forget the sun lounger and forget the mine.  

 

It’s more like going up to the bar to order some drinks. In order to get 

them we need to actively get up and make the effort. It’s not table 

service. But when we do get up, someone else will serve us what we 

need. So it’s not self-service.  

 

No, in the great discovery and great growth of faith, we are active 

and so is God. 

 

I love what it says here about measures.  

 

Jesus says, “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you – 

and even more.” 

 

The picture is of going to the market place with your own container to 

get some food. Maybe some rice or some spices out of a big barrel. 

How much do you go home with? It all depends on the size of the 

container you hand to the trader. If you give him a small one then 

you are going on with a small quantity of food, no matter how 

generous he is. But the bigger you give him, the more you get. 

 

Jesus says it’s the same with listening to the word of God. The 

more we listen, the more we will discover.  

 



This is true whether you are a person of faith or a person seeking 

faith.  

 

If you aren’t yet a Christian, don’t be put off that you can’t 

understand everything quickly or at the first time of reading. That’s 

normal. There is nothing wrong with you and it’s not a sign that you 

should give up because Christianity obviously isn’t for you. No, this is 

the way God has planned it. From this point, he wants you to listen 

carefully with a generous measure. If you do, he promises to fill up 

your understanding in generous ways. 

 

For those of us who are Christians, let me encourage us to adopt 

this same attitude when it comes to the word of God.  

 

Let me encourage us to do this no matter how long we have been a 

Christian.  

 

I say this because the Bible is not like diving into a shallow 

swimming pool. We will never reach the bottom, having filled our 

lives with its finite truth.  

 

In fact, the Bible is not even like diving into the deepest ocean. Very 

deep but with limits. No, the Bible is like diving into an infinite sea. 

 

God is infinitely interesting. He is infinitely wonderful. Which 

means we will never get bored and never discover everything about 

his glorious character. There is always more. And it is always good.  

 

So let’s be committed, whether we’re young in our faith or mature in 

our faith, to be people who listen properly.  

 

Because Jesus says, “With the measure you use, it will be measured 

to you.”  

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


