
The Lord is seen 

John 20:1-18 

 

What’s the strangest thing you’ve ever seen in your house? 

 

In our house it’s been a cat. I know that for many of you this isn’t a 

strange occurrence and you may be slightly disappointed by my 

answer. However, for the McMunns the discovery of a cat in our 

house is a big deal. You see we’re not the greatest cat fans and tend 

to show signs of fear and dread when any sweet pussycat wanders 

too close. 

 

It was one Sunday afternoon when our oldest son ran into the lounge 

and told my wife that there was a cat on the stairs. She went to 

investigate and what did you see? Nothing. There was no cat to be 

seen. 

 

Josiah is a truthful boy and so as strange as it seemed we assumed 

he had seen a cat on the stairs and now it must be hiding 

somewhere in our house. I wish I had recorded what happened next. 

The children barricaded themselves in the front room and I was sent 

upstairs to find a cat. Armed with a long broom I started to poke 

around to see if I could discover the ferocious beast. No success to 

begin with but then with sweat dripping from my forehead I spotted 

the gleaming eyes beneath a bed. But then they were gone. 

Disaster, the cat had now darted to a different place.  

 

To cut a long story short, our little friend eventually decided our 

family was so bizarre that he decided to flee for his life and made a 

dash for it down the stairs and escaped out of the open door.  

 

What’s my point? Initially even though we hadn’t seen the cat we 

didn’t dismiss the idea. This was because even though it was 

strange, we had the testimony of a little boy who has a reputation for 

telling the truth. 

Today is Easter Sunday. It’s the day when millions of Christians are 

particularly excited about the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

To be clear, we are not celebrating the spiritual resurrection of 

Jesus. Our plan is not to rejoice that the spiritual ideals of Jesus 

continue to live on in the minds of his followers. 

 

No, we are claiming that the same Jesus who was physically killed is 

now physically alive.   

 

The resurrection of Jesus has some wonderful implications for our 

lives. Let me mention three.  

 

 It means that the price of our sins has definitely been paid. 

Death was the price. Resurrection is the receipt that the price 

has been paid. 

 

 It means Jesus is the promised Messiah. The King who will 

never die. 

 

 It gives us a taste of the future. Jesus is the model of what we 

will become. We are not going to rot in the grave. We’re not 

going to float on a cloud. We’re going to live in a resurrection 

body in a newly restored creation forevermore.  

 

But here is the critical question, how do we know it happened? 

How do we know the old story is a real story?  

 

This morning I want to talk about one of the big reasons that 

persuades me.  

 

It’s the sheer honesty of the Biblical accounts. As I read what is 

said and how it is said I am convinced these words are true. 

 



Often we assume that we need to see something in order to believe 

it. But this isn’t true.  

 

Consider, for example, how the British justice system works. Those 

on the jury haven’t seen what happened. So how do they make their 

decisions that can massively impact the life of the accused? They 

have to listen to the testimony of those who have seen and decide if 

they think they are telling the truth. 

 

Christianity is not blind faith. Yes, it is personal trust. But our faith 

has a basis. We are trusting the words of others who we believe are 

trustworthy. 

 

This morning I want to walk you through three scenes from John 

chapter 20 and for each one show us why they are believable. 

 

Scene 1 – Mary arrives at the empty tomb (Vs 1-2) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2.  

 

What was Mary expecting to find on that Sunday morning? 

 

She wasn’t skipping along expecting to meet the risen Jesus. No, 

she thought it was game over. Jesus was dead. The tomb was 

sealed. Her life was in ruins. 

 

And notice how she responds when she sees the stone has been 

removed from the entrance.  

 

She doesn’t instantly say “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” No, she runs to 

Simon Peter and says, “Someone must have taken the body 

because I can’t find him.” 

 

 

 

Isn’t this wonderfully honest? Despite Jesus teaching his disciples 

on many occasions that after his death he would rise again, this isn’t 

what Mary assumes when she sees the empty tomb. However, 

rather than trying to make her look good for future generations, the 

Bible writers decide it is much more important to tell the truth. They 

write down what happened, even if it makes the person look slightly 

foolish.  

 

Scene 2 – Peter and John arrive at the empty tomb (Vs 3-10) 

 

Scene 2 is all about how two of the disciples reacted to the news 

from Mary. 

 

Listen to verse 3. Read verses 3 to 7. 

 

I love some of the little details we are given in these verses. 

 

First of all, what we’re told about who was the quickest runner. Did 

you see that? Peter and John set off together but we’re told that 

John outran Peter and got to the tomb first. 

 

But then we’re told who was brave enough to go inside the tomb and 

look. Not the fastest runner. John stays outside. It’s Peter who goes 

straight in to look when he arrives. 

 

What does he find? Not an empty tomb but an almost empty tomb.  

 

This is highly significant. If grave robbers wanted to steal the body or 

someone wanted to move it, they would not have unwrapped the 

strips of linen first.  

 

But notice what Peter sees. No body but the strips of linen and the 

burial cloth are still in their place. 

 



This is so different from what happened to Lazarus in John chapter 

11. He came out all bound up. Whereas it seems that Jesus’ body 

simply passed through the strips of linen.  

 

We’re not told what Peter made of all this but look at what we’re told 

about John’s reaction in verse 8.  

 

Read verse 8.  

 

Why did he believe in the resurrection of Jesus? Not because of 

an empty tomb but because of an almost empty tomb. He saw the 

grave clothes and the penny finally dropped! 

 

This is wonderfully exciting stuff but even here do you notice how the 

honesty of the Bible continues? Look at verse 9.  

 

Read verse 9.  

 

The Old Testament is clear that the promised King will be a king who 

dies and yet lives forever. There is the hope and promise of a 

resurrection in the Scriptures written before Jesus was born. 

However, even at this point when John believes because of the 

grave clothes we’re not told that he suddenly had his belief 

reinforced because of what he remembered in the Old Testament. 

No, the Bible records the truth at this point. He still didn’t make the 

Old Testament connection. Again better to record the truth, the 

whole truth and nothing but the truth rather than making someone 

look impressive and inspirational.  

 

Scene 3 – Mary meets the risen Jesus (Vs 11-18) 

 

Scene 3 focuses on a beautiful and tender encounter between Mary 

and the risen Jesus. 

 

 

Listen to verse 11. Read verses 11-13. 

 

Even at this point she doesn’t believe in the resurrection of Jesus. 

She is still talking about unnamed people who have taken her Lord 

away.  

 

But then look at what happens in verse 14. Read verses 14 and 15. 

Isn’t this lovely, she asks Jesus if he has moved the body.  

 

His response is tender, compassionate and personal. Verse 16. 

Read verses 16 to 18. 

 

I’m sure most of us would love a Mary experience of Jesus. 

 

The opportunity to see the risen Jesus for ourselves. Even to touch 

him and hold onto him. 

 

However, let me say that we probably won’t get one and we 

definitely don’t need one. 

 

Of course God could have arranged things differently. But the normal 

pattern he has chosen is for us to believe based on what others have 

seen. Rather than us believe based on what our eyes have seen.  

 

This is how it works. Mary has seen, she testifies to what she has 

seen and her words are written down. This is repeated many times 

over. The result is that we now have a book which is designed to 

persuade us to put our faith in Jesus. 

 

This is not a bonkers thing to do. Trusting the words of others 

happens every day in courts of law. Every day juries make big 

decisions based on things they haven’t seen. Lives are effected for 

years based on the spoken testimony of others. 

 



So I want to say to you on Easter Sunday, it is not crazy to believe in 

the resurrection of Jesus even though we haven’t seen him with our 

eyes.  

 

Christianity is not blind faith. But neither is it seen faith. It is written 

faith. It is a response of trust based on the trustworthy writings we 

find in the Bible. 

 

Let me finish by applying this to those of us who are still to believe 

and those who have already believed. 

 

Are you someone who is still working things out about Jesus? 

 

You’ve heard wonderful things about Jesus. Is it all too good to be 

true? Do you need to throw your brain out of the window? 

 

No, the resurrection of Jesus is true and you can make a rationale 

response on the basis of the credible testimony of the Bible. 

 

My question for you is, what is stopping you? 

 

You don’t need to know everything. When you know enough decide 

to follow Jesus. 

 

What about for those of us who do already believe in Jesus? 

 

Let me say two things.  

 

First, don’t pause your life waiting for a Mary experience of 

Jesus 

 

We don’t need one. We have everything we need in the Scriptures to 

live wholeheartedly for Jesus.  

 

So let’s keep on contemplating them and seek to live for Jesus as we 

await our personal resurrection from the dead.  

 

Second, we have a credible message to tell to the world 

 

When I was younger I remember very clearly one of the songs we 

used to sing in church about the resurrection of Jesus. You may 

remember singing this as well. 

 

“I serve a risen Saviour, He’s in the world today; I know that He is 

living whatever men may say; I see His hand of mercy, I hear his 

voice of cheer, And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

 

He lives, He lives, 

Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, He lives, 

Salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know he lives? 

He lives within my heart.” 

 

Of course this is true and the world needs us to say this. Following 

Jesus impacts our daily experience for the better. Jesus really is 

alive and at work in my heart. 

 

But the world needs something else. It needs a way to believe that is 

not just based on my experience. And this is what we’ve got.  

 

A book that is honest, trustworthy and true. 

 

So let’s have fresh confidence to take this glorious Easter message 

to as many people as we possibly can. 

 

Let’s pray. 


