
God is Good 

Nehemiah 9:1-37 

 

One of card games that has brought lots of fun to many generations 

is Top Trumps. I remember playing it as a kid and my own children 

have lots of different sets in their toy boxes. 

 

Here is one example. It’s called Predators. There are four categories 

on each card. Size. Brains. Strength. And deadliness. I’m sure you 

know how it works. Each animal is given a rating for each category.  

 

So here’s the golden eagle. Size 9. Brains 8. Strength 8 and 

deadliness 6.  

 

Or the Siberian Tiger. Size 9. Brains 9. Strength 10 and deadliness 

7. 

 

And on it goes. 

 

I had a strange thought this week. What would it look like if we did 

a version of Trinity Church Top Trumps? 

 

What kind of categories would we use for the people? We probably 

shouldn’t have size. But what about ability to read difficult names in 

the Old Testament? Or more seriously, what about giftedness in 

different areas? Say musical ability? Or giftedness with welcoming 

people or teaching children? Or maybe we could have strength? Or 

reliability? Or commitment? Or kindness? Patience? Love? 

Goodness? 

 

What would you score in your top trump card? 

 

What about God? Suppose you had the God card, would he have a 

10 in every category? 

 

It all depends on the category. He isn’t going to get a 10 for 

sinfulness. But what about goodness? How convinced are we that 

God is good? 

 

Many of us will have heard or sung the song. 

 

God is good (all the time) 

And all the time (God is good) 

 

However, it is remarkably easy to have a wobble in this area. In fact, 

I have a theory that many of our faith struggles have their root in this 

place of uncertainty. We doubt the goodness of God. 

 

We still believe that God is powerful and knowledgeable but we 

hesitate to give him a 10 for goodness. 

 

If you get to this point in your life, then lots of other faith problems will 

begin to surface. What we’ve got to do is recover our confidence in 

the goodness of God.  

 

Nehemiah chapter 9 is all about the goodness of God.  

 

My prayer for us as we look through this chapter is that God will 

teach us that he is good all the time. 

 

It’s obvious that most of this chapter is a Jewish history lesson. 

 

We’re told in verse 1 that…Read verse 1. 

 

And then in verse 3 we discover that…Read verse 3. 

 

But then from verse 5 to the end of the chapter we hear the voice of 

one of the Levites, one of the Jewish teachers, who recounts the 

story of what God has done for the Jewish people throughout their 

history.  



The question is why? Why the history lesson? What’s the point of 

reminding God’s people about what God has done? 

 

It’s all about persuading them that God is good. 

 

How would you do it? Suppose you know a Christian who is having a 

wobble in this area. How could we help them be more certain that 

God deserves a 10 in this category? I guess we could remind them 

of what God has done in their personal life. The different ways God 

has met their needs at different stages. Or perhaps we would point 

them to the cross of Jesus Christ and the great provision of their 

salvation. Of course we should do these things. They are very helpful 

for strengthening our faith. But there is also something else we can 

do. We can tell each other the story of what God has done in the 

past. You see we are not the first generation God has dealt with. He 

has a track record that is vital for us to know about.  

 

This is why the Levites give a history lesson in Nehemiah chapter 9. 

They want God’s actions in the past to strengthen the people’s faith 

in the present.  

 

Notice where the lesson begins. Verse 6. Read verse 6. 

 

We’re taken all the way back to the beginning of the world. We’re 

told the good news that all of what we see around us was not the 

result of a cosmic accident or a cosmic battle between a multitude of 

different gods. No, there is one God who made all things.  

 

We’re told in verse 7 that this one God chose one person and 

committed to him and his descendants in a special way. Look at 

verse 7. Read verses 7 and 8.   

 

 

 

This is amazingly generous! The God who created the entire 

universe decides out of his own free grace to pour his love and his 

promises on Abraham and his children. God is good! Look at his 

generous provision for his people.  

 

This generosity continues throughout their history.  

 

We’re told in verses 9 to 12 about the dramatic rescue of God’s 

people from slavery in Egypt. 

 

And then in verses 13 to 15 of God’s continued good provision for 

them in the desert. Listen to verse 13. Read verse 13. And then 

verse 15. Read verse 15. 

 

How are we supposed to respond? Very simply. We’re supposed 

to say God is good!  

 

If you wanted to tell if someone is strong then what would you learn if 

you asked them to lift up a feather? Nothing. You’d need to give 

them something heavy to lift. 

 

Or how about testing to see if someone is calm under pressure, what 

would you learn if you put them on a sun lounger by a nice pool in a 

hot country? Nothing. If you want to know if someone is calm put 

them under some pressure? Put them in a room full of children 

calling their name and ask them to do a time pressurised activity. 

 

So far in this chapter we’ve seen God’s goodness demonstrated 

through his wonderful provision for his people. But from verses 16 

to the end we see just how good God is as we see him continue to 

provide for a people who are horribly bad.  

 

Let me show you a few examples.  

 

 



Look at verse 16. Read verses 16 to 18. 

 

Or verse 19. Read verse 19. 

 

Or verse 21. Read verse 21. 

 

Wow. God is good! 

 

But listen at how his people responded to his continued and 

sustained generosity.  

 

Verse 26. Read verses 26 to 28. 

 

Or what about verse 31 as a great summary verse? Read verse 31.  

 

There are many reasons why it’s vital to know that God is good but 

let me finish by mentioning two of them. 

 

First, it helps us cry out to God 

 

This is the big reason the people of God were reminded about God’s 

goodness in Nehemiah chapter 9.  They weren’t just getting an 

interesting history lesson. It was a history lesson designed to 

encourage the people to cry out to their gracious God. 

 

Look at what they say in verse 32. Read verse 32a. 

 

Or what about these words in verses 37 and 38. Read verses 37 

and 38. 

 

Do you see what is happening? God’s goodness encourages God’s 

people to act 

 

God’s faithful commitment to his people leads to their fresh 

commitment to him.  

One of the evidences that God is at work in our lives is that we 

become aware of our sin. 

 

We are naturally blind to how serious our rebellion against God. 

 

Our instinct is give ourselves a high score for goodness on our 

church top trump card. 

 

However, when God is at work by his Spirit he convicts us of our true 

condition before him, that we are guilty rebels against a great and 

glorious King.  

 

At this point we may feel nervous of approaching God and may 

doubt if God wants anything to do with us.  

 

This is when we need to know that God is good and he longs for us 

to cry out to him and experience his salvation.  

 

Are you sitting on the spiritual fence? God invites you tenderly to 

come and receive his forgiveness and fellowship.  

 

Are you a Christian is in sitting in the mire of unconfessed and 

hidden sin? God wants you to know of his goodness. He wants you 

to know of his track record of responding graciously and generously 

when his rebellious people cry out to him.  

 

He won’t keep you in the spiritual cold or hold you in a spiritual 

dungeon. He will welcome you straight away into the warmth of his 

love and companionship. 

 

So if you are a Christian with unconfessed sin, cry out to your 

God. He is waiting to receive you. 

 

One of the challenges we face as a church is to be a community 

that responds to people in the same way as God.  



We mustn’t be a church where only pretty and perfect lives are 

welcome.  

 

No we are a messy church. Every person is reliant on the blood of 

Jesus for our purification and acceptance. No exceptions. We are all 

on the same level. All of us need Jesus for everything. Because this 

is true, it means anyone is welcome and anyone can find a home 

with the people of God.  

 

Second, God’s goodness helps us plan for the future 

 

We are currently pondering our church roadmap for the next few 

weeks and months.  

 

There is so much uncertainty and the task seems enormous. 

 

Throughout every discussion we must remember that God is good.  

 

This means that God always generously gives us what we need 

to do what he wants. 

 

This means we can allow gospel vision to lead our conversations. 

We are not driven by what is and what we have but what could be 

and what God could provide. 

 

This doesn’t mean that we always have the resources we think we 

need. No, it means that God will always give us what he wants us to 

do and when he wants it done. 

 

So as we plan for the future let’s be positive. God will provide. And 

he will do this perfectly. So let’s not feel guilty when things are 

delayed or sometimes even decommissioned.  

 

God is good, all the time. Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


