
Church Growth 

Nehemiah 7:1-6 

 

How do you know if something you are doing is finished? 

 

It all depends what it is. 

 

Suppose you are watching a film. How do you know it’s finished? It 

says ‘The End’. And then the credits roll up the screen. 

 

Or imagine you are running a race. Maybe it’s a 5k. When should 

you stop running? When you cross the line. 

 

Or suppose you are a racing car driver. How do you know when the 

race is over? You’ll see the checkered flag being waved. 

 

Last week we reached a point in the book of Nehemiah that at first 

sight looked as if it should have been the end of the story. 

 

It was back in chapter 6 and verses 15 and 16. Let me remind us of 

what we were told. Verse 15 of chapter 6. Read 6:15-16. 

 

This seems like the perfect place to end the story. 

 

Way back in chapter 1 Nehemiah had been motivated to leave the 

Persian palace because of what he had heard about the state of 

Jerusalem. He had been told that its walls had been broken down 

and its gates had been burned with fire. As a response, he had 

returned to the city to lead the mission to restore the city. 

 

Incredibly everything had been finished in 52 days. This is eye 

wateringly fast for a construction project. Less than 2 months to 

rebuild all the walls surrounding Jerusalem. 

 

The reason this happened was not because the builders were on 

double Weetabix but because our God in heaven helped them do 

hugely important things at incredible speed. 

 

Here’s my question, why not end the story here? Why not blow the 

final whistle? Why not wave the checkered flag? Because surely the 

job has been done and so therefore the book should finish?  

 

Why doesn’t it? Why does the book of Nehemiah continue for 

another 7 chapters? When we read these chapters we discover 

that they are focused on the renewal of the people of God.  

 

They speak about God’s heart for his people. His desire to see them 

gathered in healthy ways. His passion to see them transformed by 

the Word of God so they can live beautiful lives.  

 

It’s a wonderful reminder to us that a huge part of God’s plan of 

salvation is focused on people. 

 

This morning I want to show us Nehemiah’s strategy for 

repopulating Jerusalem. Once we’ve understood it we’ll draw out 

some lessons for our church today. 

 

First, what did Nehemiah do? 

 

Look at chapter 7 verse 4. Read 7:4-5a. 

 

Have you ever seen any pictures of big cities around the world 

during a lockdown? It’s very odd to see vast areas deserted of 

people. Not just strange but wrong. Cities and towns are supposed to 

be populated and busy not empty and quiet. 

 

Nehemiah didn’t live through a global pandemic but he did see a city 

deserted of people. This is when God did something in his heart. 

 



As he gazed and pondered the vast emptiness God prompted 

Nehemiah to do two significant things. 

 

First, he caused him to gather together lots of officials so that they 

could make sure there had a register of all the people who were back 

in the country. 

 

You may not get terribly excited by things like this. But it was going 

to be a vital step in getting people to live in Jerusalem. Nehemiah 

needed to know who was around and so who might be able to move 

into the space. 

 

Second, God caused Nehemiah to dig up a list of the people who 

first returned from exile about 90 years earlier. 

 

Why? For two reasons.  

 

First, to make sure that the current people were properly in the 

Jewish family tree. 

 

There is a lot of interest today in researching the family tree with lots 

of people wondering if there are any skeletons in the past or 

interesting ancient descendants.  

 

Nehemiah didn’t do it because he was bored. He did it because there 

were precise markers of the Jewish people and only those true 

descendants of Abraham could move to Jersualem. 

 

Second, to inspire the current generation.  

 

They were not the first generation to be asked to volunteer for radical 

sacrificial upheaval. Others had done it before.  

 

These past examples were supposed to motivate a new generation 

to following their footsteps.  

Second, what should we do? 

 

What does this have to do with us? 

 

The first thing we need to realise is that we’re not Nehemiah and 

we’re not living in the year 445 BC. 

 

Secondly, since then the Lord Jesus Christ has arrived and a 

significant new stage in the history of God’s one people has begun.  

 

The people of God are no longer concentrated in one part of the 

world and we are no longer defined by our biological ancestry. 

  

No, Jesus calls everyone to follow him. Whether Jew or Gentile, 

Jesus the Messiah invites everyone to become his disciples and be 

part of his one multi-cultural and global people.  

 

In the New Testament the people of God are called many different 

things. 

 

 Church 

 Body of Christ 

 Bride 

 Even a city 

 

Listen to what we’re told in Revelation 21:9, this is what John the 

writer is told by an angel, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife 

of the Lamb. And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain 

great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God.” 

 

The angel didn’t make a mistake. It wasn’t that his heavenly sat nav 

was a bit dodgy. 

 



The truth is that the bride is the city. 

 

Or put another way, the city is not where the people will live but is a 

way of talking about the people themselves. 

 

It speaks of their size, their security and their beauty. 

 

This has massive implications for how we apply Nehemiah chapter 

7 to our lives today.  

 

What does it mean for us to repopulate Jerusalem? 

 

Our great task is not to find as many people as we can to move to 

the Jewish capital in the Middle East.  

 

I know it’s a beautiful place to live. I had the privilege of spending a 

week there in 2018. 

 

But for us, living on this side of the first coming of Jesus, the way we 

repopulate Jerusalem is to seek to grow local churches all over 

the world. 

 

One of the dangers of living in a Christian in the UK at the moment is 

that we settle for smallness. 

 

It hasn’t always been like this in the UK. There have been times 

when large numbers of people were personally committed to 

following Jesus.  

 

It isn’t like this all around the world.  

 

However, we are living through small days here in the UK. Most of 

the people around us may not be aggressive towards our faith in 

Jesus but they tend to be apathetic. Even a global pandemic hasn’t 

turned large numbers of Brits to Jesus.  

One temptation for us as we live through these apathetic days is to 

become apathetic ourselves about the size of the church. 

 

It’s one thing to accept that in God’s providence we are living through 

the days of small things. But this doesn’t mean we ought to lose our 

desire for bigger days. 

 

Where does such a passion come from? Let’s be honest. It’s 

easier to feel more passionate about shopping than for the salvation 

of the lost. Or to be more concerned about education than eternity. 

Or to be prepared to sacrifice everything for our earthly safety but to 

sacrifice nothing for heavenly salvation.  

 

How can we acquire a holy passion for the growth of the 

church?  

 

Let’s remember who gave it to Nehemiah. Chapter 7 verse 5. “So 

my God put it into my heart…” 

 

Let’s cry out to our Father in heaven to give us his passion here 

below. Let’s ask him to give us a holy dissatisfaction with the state of 

the church in the UK. As we trust God through the days of small 

things, let’s pray to him for bigger days! 

 

What should our strategy be to grow the church? 

 

We know it must involve sharing the Word of God. This is how God 

grows the church in number and maturity.  

 

What in particular might he want us to do? 

First, let me ask this question. 

 

Is there something God is prompting you to do? 

 

We have a once in a life time opportunity to reset our entire lives.  



Can I plead with us not to desire a return to normality? 

 

What could be different from before? How might God’s will in heaven 

be seen in our lives today? 

 

I was encouraged recently by those who wanted to restart a 

midweek group for our Explorers age children and the Real Food 

group for teenagers. Amazing!  

 

Is there something that God has placed in your heart to help 

grow the church? Internationals? Medics? Seniors? Youth? Online 

ministry? There is so much potential. 

 

Why not get in touch and let’s chat it through as we try and discern 

what God has put in our hearts? 

 

Is there someone that God is prompting you to contact? Get in 

touch. 

 

Secondly, we do it through our mission support of others. 

 

We aim to give away 10% of our congregational giving to others. 

 

It’s right to sacrifice for the salvation of others. 

 

I know the task before can seem overwhelming. This can leave us 

paralysed like a rabbit caught in the headlights of an approaching 

car.  

 

But let’s remember one of the things Nehemiah did to motivate those 

around him. He looked to the past.  

 

He found the list of people who had previously sacrificed and who 

God has used to build his kingdom. 

 

We need to do the same. This will be a mixture of those who did 

dramatic things and those who did dull things. But here’s what we 

need to know for our encouragement.  

 

We are not the first generation to serve the Lord! 

 

Our God has a wonderful track record of using weak and ordinary 

people to achieve his great purposes. 

 

Let’s be inspired by the past and let’s seek God’s help to do what he 

has placed in our hearts. 

 

Brothers and sisters, let’s repopulate Jerusalem! 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


