
Internal Fighting 

Nehemiah 5:1-19 

 

If you have ever watched New Zealand play rugby then you will have 

seen them perform the haka. The haka is a traditional dance or 

challenge in Maori culture and it’s performed by the New Zealand 

rugby team just before the start of their games as a way of 

intimidating their opponents.  

 

Rather than me trying to describe what happens I thought we’d 

watch a short video so we can see for ourselves. 

 

Watch haka video. 

 

It’s obvious why we would find this intimidating if we were on the 

opposing team. What would we see? Before our eyes we’d see 15 

enormous giants, fiercely strong and totally united. And in a few 

moments they’d be running towards us with a determination never to 

stop.   

 

Let me ask you to imagine a different scene. Imagine that instead of 

the New Zealand team facing us with united passion they were 

facing each other and doing the dance? Suppose we saw internal 

conflict, with little groups starring at each other with venom in their 

eyes? In this case we might think we’ve got a chance. United they 

are formidable. Divided they are weak.  

 

It is the same with the people of God. 

 

Last week we focused on two of Satan’s popular tactics to stop 

the gospel going out and growing the church. 

 

 He stirs up laughter. 

 He spreads fear.  

 

One of the crucial things to notice about these tactics is that the 

opposition comes from outside the people of God.   

 

Today as we look at Nehemiah chapter 5 I want to show us another 

kind of gospel opposition used by Satan. It’s more subtle. It’s more 

crafty. However, it’s very dangerous for church growth. I’m talking 

about internal fighting within the people of God.  

 

This is all very deliberate in the book of Nehemiah.  

 

 Chapter 4 – the problems are out there.  

 Chapter 5 – the problems are in here.  

 

But here’s the truth. Problems are problems. We must deal with them 

if we want the gospel to continue to advance. 

 

Let me show you the problem in Nehemiah chapter 5.  

 

The problem (Vs 1-5) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 to 5.  

 

This is more than just hard times. 

 

It’s not simply that the pressure was real and the food was scare.  

 

It’s that those within the people of God who had much were 

exploiting their brothers and sisters who had little.  

 

The Old Testament makes it very clear that the people of God are to 

love and care for each other in all circumstances. They should 

definitely not take advantage of others for personal gain.  

 

Listen to what God commands in Exodus 22:22, “Do not take 

advantage of the widow or the fatherless.” 



Or what about Exodus 22:25, “If you lend money to one of my 

people among you who is needy, do not treat it like a business deal; 

charge no interest.” 

 

It’s not just specific verses. The whole spirit and intention of what 

God says about his people is that we are supposed to be a loving 

community where tangible sacrificial love is practiced and 

experienced.  

 

And yet here’s the truth. This side of heaven there will be a mismatch 

between the reality and the theory. 

 

This doesn’t mean we ought to settle for a church that is lethargic 

and loveless. No, we are to strive in the Spirit’s power to be a 

community that is wonderfully joyful to be part of. However, even 

though we should be shocked and saddened when we come 

across the internal blue on blue battles between Christians, we 

shouldn’t be surprised.  

 

This is because sin still lurks within the people of God.  

 

When we become Christians we are released from the penalty of sin 

and the power of sin. But the presence of sin still remains until the 

day when we will see Jesus face to face.  

 

Sometimes I wonder if we Christians still believe in sin. 

 

You might think that is an extraordinary thing to say but it is so easy 

for the church to suck in the views of the world about humanity. This 

normally means we think of each other as basically good people, 

who occasionally get pressurised into doing things that aren’t great. 

But we justify these with the phrase, “Well, we’re only human.” 

 

 

 

The Bible says the heart of the human problem is the problem of the 

human heart.  

 

We are sinners who selfishly pursue our own way instead of living for 

God in all we do.  

 

The Bible’s teaching about sin is never an excuse for our 

wrongdoing but it does explain why many situations are so hard. 

 

Take, for instance, home schooling in a pandemic. Why does this 

feel so difficult for many? Is there something wrong with us? Yes, I 

know mums and dads haven’t been trained. I know we don’t have all 

the resources. I know it’s hard to be locked in the house most of the 

time. But what about the doctrine of sin? What we have is a lot of 

sinful parents in close proximity for a long time with sinful children. 

This doesn’t excuse the moments of wrong but it does explain why 

they come along so often! You see there is something wrong with us. 

When I say us, I mean all of us. There is sin without our hearts.  

 

The has implications for the church. Will we experience battles 

between Christians in a local church? Sadly, yes. But this is not 

evidence that the work of Jesus has failed or that Jesus has not keep 

his promises about the community he is forming. No, it just means 

that sin is real and it will be present until the end of the age when 

Jesus returns.  

 

In the days of Nehemiah the problem was about financial exploitation 

within the people of God. For us it might be different. It could be 

unresolved tensions. Or gossip behind the scenes. Or…the list goes 

on. But whatever the problem is we mustn’t ignore it. 

 

United we are strong. Divided we are weak.  

 

One of Satan’s tactics to slow down the spread of the gospel is to stir 

up trouble within the church.  



It’s easy to see how this works. A divided church is a distracted 

church. So instead of focusing our time and energy towards united 

mission, we are instead forever caught up and wearied from our 

internal battles. The result? The devil smiles because the gospel is 

hindered. 

 

How should we respond when sin rears its head within the 

church? 

 

Let me show you what Nehemiah did. 

 

The response (Vs 6-13) 

 

Look at verse 6. Read verse 6. 

 

The first response was a right emotional engagement. He was 

bothered by what he heard.  

 

His response didn’t end with righteous indignation.  

 

Look at what he does next. Verse 7. Read verses 7 to 11. 

 

He doesn’t just sympathetically listen to those who have been 

wronged. He confronts those who have committed the wrong and 

he commands them to make it right. 

 

I love what God enabled them to do. Listen to verse 12. Read 

verses 12 and 13. 

 

We live in a conflict avoidance culture. This means we have an 

instinct to do one of three things: 

 

 Stay silence 

 Sweep things under the carpet – that’s never safe! 

 Slip away 

However, the Bible gives us a better way. It teaches us the way of 

reconciliation.  

 

This isn’t easy. We shouldn’t expect it to be. But it’s vital if the 

church is to stay united together in mission rather than be distracted 

by current fights or unhealed disputes from the past. 

 

So let’s not stay silent. Let’s not sweep things under the carpet and 

let’s not slip away when problems happen within the church. Instead 

let’s look to the Scriptures for the way to deal with them in a godly 

and God glorifying way. 

 

As we finish I want to point us to a person who will help us to keep 

on doing this even when it’s hard.  

 

The model (Vs 14-19)  

 

Listen to verse 14. Read verses 14 to 19. 

 

At first sight it looks as if Nehemiah is desperately trying to get a few 

Do Jos from Almighty God for his godly actions. 

 

However, this isn’t why God has recorded these words at the end of 

chapter 5.  

 

Instead they are here to help us see more of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

How do they help us do this? 

 

Remember who Nehemiah is. He is the key leader of God’s people 

at this time. He had a responsibility to model the generous behaviour 

that God expected from his people.  

 

This is what he does. It’s a beautiful contrast to how the rest of the 

people are behaving. 



If we think Nehemiah is great, and he is, how much better is the Lord 

Jesus Christ. He sacrificed everything so we could eat forever at his 

bountiful table.  

 

When we are finding it tough in a local church, we need to focus on 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

For example… 

 

If you’ve been on the receiving end of a really bad church experience 

you don’t need to lose your faith. Don’t put your faith in the church. 

Put your faith in Jesus. The church is imperfect and will let us down. 

But Jesus will never do this.  

 

Or maybe we’re not at this stage. However, we have reached the 

point when we don’t really want to confront the wrong. We feel 

tempted to keep silent or run away. If this is you then let me 

encourage you to look to Jesus. Remember his bountiful provision 

and love. Believe that his ways are best! 

 

Even if our church experience is really good then let’s keep on 

looking to Jesus. If we want our churches to be wonderful places of 

sacrificial love then they need to be filled with lots of people who are 

more like Jesus. There is no short cut to this. It happens over time as 

we look to Jesus, learn from him, and gradually are transformed to 

be like him. 

 

Let’s pray.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


