
The Surveyor’s Report 

Nehemiah 1:1-11 

 

One of the obvious things about human beings is that we love to 

build stuff. We love to create. To mould, to shape and to arrange. 

Whether it’s following the detailed instructions to build a lego 

Deathstar. Or painting with a beautiful array of colours. Or even 

building a house out of all the different parts. Humans love to create. 

 

This should come as no surprise to us because we are made in the 

image of God. And so therefore because God loves to build, we 

follow in his footsteps. 

 

Here’s the crucial question as we begin this new teaching series on 

the book of Nehemiah. What is the relationship between God’s 

building project and our building projects? 

 

Let’s be clear, what is God building? Throughout the Bible God’s 

construction project has been to gather a people who will experience 

his overwhelming and generous love. This has had different phrases 

throughout human history but God’s unchanging desire throughout 

this entire book is to save a bunch of sinners and to make them into 

a united body of people who experience the blessing of his perfect 

rule. In this current phase of human history, this means saving 

people from all the nations by bringing them to trust in the Lord 

Jesus Christ as their Redeemer and incorporating them into the 

community of the church. 

 

Here’s the crucial question, as a Christian what is our relationship 

to what God is doing?  

 

Some people think of themselves as customers. God is there to do 

some work for them. They spend their entire life analysing whether 

they think God has done a good job.  

 

Another popular approach is see yourself as a consumer or just part 

of the crowd. We love to watch what God is doing. We might even 

cheer loudly from the side lines but crucially we don’t get personally 

involved.  

 

It’s a bit like supporting a football team. What’s our job as a fan? To 

watch what others are doing and to cheer them on, whether we do 

this from our sofa or the stand. But as a supporter you are not 

expecting to get on the pitch and play in the team.  

 

Brothers and sisters, if you are a Christian, God declares to you that 

you are not a customer and not a consumer. No, God invites us to be 

a construction worker in his grand and glorious building project.  

 

My prayer is that as we embark on this new teaching tour of the book 

of Nehemiah, is that God will grab our hearts and show us that not 

only do we have an active place on his team, but that there is 

nothing more satisfying and nothing more significant that being 

involved in building the kingdom of God.  

 

According to verse 1, the book of Nehemiah begins in the year 446 

BC. Listen to what we’re told. Read verse 1.  

 

The 20th year is the 20th year of the Persian King Artaxerxes and the 

month of Kislev is between mid-November and mid-December. So 

put all the pieces together and the action before us takes place near 

the end of 446 BC. 

 

At this stage in his life, Nehemiah is working as a close personal aide 

for one of the most powerful human beings on the planet, the ruler of 

the Persian Empire, King Artaxerxes. 

 

And in verse 2 he receives a message that completely changes the 

direction of his life. Listen to what happens. Verse 2. Read verses 2 

to 4.  



 

The contrast between the life that Nehemiah was living and the 

experience of his fellow Jews back in Jerusalem could not have been 

more stark.  

 

Nehemiah was in the citadel of Susa, the winter palace of the 

Persian kings. He was comfortable, surrounded by luxury and had a 

purposeful job in the presence of an important dignitary. But life for 

his fellow countrymen back in the Promised Land was desperate. 

They were in great trouble, they were struggling, they were 

vulnerable and they looked pathetic.  

 

But here’s what I’d like to highlight. How did Nehemiah respond to 

the news? Listen again to verse 4. Read verse 4.  

 

In short, Nehemiah is bothered by what he hears.  

 

It’s obvious as we read the text that Nehemiah has a very real, a 

very personal and a very healthy relationship with God.  

 

But, or even because of this, he is affected by what is happening to 

the people of God.  

 

He wept. He prayed. And he fasted.  

 

According to verse 4, he did all this for some days. It wasn’t just a 

brief thought. He cared deeply for the health of God’s people. 

 

As we ponder this, doesn’t it remind you of the Lord Jesus 

Christ? His relationship with his Father was the most perfect it could 

ever be but time and time again we see Jesus moved with 

compassion and moved to action by the situation of the people of 

God. In fact, he was so moved that he sacrificed his very life to bring 

us the forgiveness we need and incorporate us into the people of 

God. 

 

In light of this, let me ask you this personal question: how is your 

connection to the people of God? I’m not asking do you read the 

bible and your own and pray. But how do you feel about your local 

church? 

 

When you look at its current condition, does it move your affections? 

When we hear of its size or its need of people to serve or its 

finances, how bothered are we? 

 

Now because we live in a Western nation which prizes individual 

decisions and individual rights, it is no surprise that one of our 

temptations is to judge our spiritual condition on the basis of our 

personal connection with God, either through our Bible Reading or 

through our prayer life. But here’s the thing. God’s grand and 

glorious building project is not about rescuing individuals from their 

sin and keeping them as individuals. No, it is to rescue and gather a 

people together who live under his perfect rule. 

 

Which means, the sign of being in a healthy spiritual condition must 

include our engagement and connection with those in our local 

spiritual family, the church. 

 

One of the dangers we’re all facing at the moment is to become a 

consumer of what God is doing as we sit and watch services online. 

If you are still watching, then praise God for this. Not every Christian 

in. There are some alarming statistics from around the world that 

reveal a high dropout rate of Christians engaging with any Christian 

content and connection over these last few months.  

 

However, do pray that God will us a hunger not just for him, but for 

his people. And if we do have this then praise the Lord. It is not 

natural, it is a sure sign that God’s Spirit is active in our lives. 

 



As well as being moved in his affections, Nehemiah was also 

moved to action.  

 

I love his instinctive response. What does he do? He doesn’t look 

around him or within him. He looks above him. That is, he prays! 

 

His actual prayer is recorded in verses 5 to 11.  

 

Let me highlight two of the things he says. 

 

First, Nehemiah prays that God will intervene to help his people. 

 

Listen to what he says in verse 8. Read verses 8-11a. 

 

In essence, he is saying to God, you made a promise that you would 

act to help your people when they returned to you in repentance and 

faith. So please come and help us because this is what we’ve done.  

 

When our church appears small and when we don’t seem to have 

the resources we need to complete our mission to hold out the 

saving good news of Jesus Christ to those around us, what should 

we do?  

 

As a first instinct, we should pray. We should call upon our kind 

and gracious Father to intervene and provide for us in stunningly 

generous ways. 

 

 Are we short of space? 

 Are we short of finances? 

 Are we short of people? 

 Are we short of contacts? 

 

Let’s cry out to God for help! 

 

The second thing I’d like to highlight is that Nehemiah doesn’t just 

pray that God will intervene, he also prays that God will help him to 

intervene. 

 

Look at the end of verse 11. Read verse 11b. 

 

Nehemiah knows he is not just a part of God’s crowd, he is one of 

God’s construction works. This means he has the privilege and 

the responsibility to do what he can to advance the kingdom of God.  

 

Please notice that Nehemiah was not a religious official. He 

wasn’t a priest or a pastor or a member of a church staff team. No, 

he was the cupbearer to a pagan king. 

 

Isn’t this a wonderful encouragement for the majority of us who are 

part of Trinity Church?! It reminds us that we can play our part to 

advance God’s kingdom wherever God has put us in life.  

 

But here’s the challenge – will we pray the second of Nehemiah’s 

prayers? Not just, Lord intervene. But Lord, help me to intervene. 

 

Now in the next few weeks we’ll see in more detail how God used 

Nehemiah and we’ll see in more detail how he can use us. There are 

so many ways to be involved in kingdom service 😊  

 

However, for today I want to encourage you as you listen, please will 

you pray this prayer to God… 

 

Father, you have placed me where I am in the world. Please help me 

to be an active member of your kingdom and give me the strength to 

play my part in spreading the good news of Jesus. 

 

To motivate us to pray this then let me remind us that there is 

nothing more satisfying and nothing more significant that playing 

our part in growing the kingdom of God. Let’s pray. 


