
The Choir 

Luke 2:13-14 

 

One of the things I’d love to see before God calls me home to heaven is 

one of those flash mob choirs. Do you know the ones I mean? It’s when a 

group of people suddenly and without any warning start singing in a public 

place. It might be at a railway station or an airport or even in a shopping 

centre. And here’s what happens. People are minding their own business. 

They might be gazing at the departure board or looking for their favourite 

shop. And then out of the blue someone starts singing. And then other 

people and other groups start popping up. And before you know it, there is 

a huge choir belting out some beautiful melody. 

 

I’ve seen these flash mobs on video but one day I’d love to be there when 

they pop up live and start singing.  

 

This morning, as far as I know, we’re not going to have a live pop up choir, 

but what I do want to do is show you us the most dramatic flash mob that 

has ever appeared in human history. 

 

Listen to verse 13. Read verses 13 and 14.  

 

Last week we heard about the big shock and the big Saviour.  

 

We read about the shepherds who met an angel and who discovered that 

on their watch the Saviour of the world had been born.  

 

This is a lot to take on board. But just as they are beginning to ponder the 

enormity of what they’ve been told, they come face to face with not just one 

angel but a great company of the heavenly host. In short, they see a huge 

heavenly flash mob. 

 

Please don’t think angels appear on every page of the Bible. The Bible 

assumes the existence of an unseen spiritual world. Reality is not just what 

we can see and touch and measure with scientific instruments. No behind 

the scenes there is a whole spiritual realm. However, it’s rare that we get to 

meet any of the angels that operate in this reality. Their appearance is 

normally reserved for very special moments. 

Can you see what we are meant to conclude as we listen to verse 13? If a 

great company of angels appears then it must be a big deal. It must be a 

huge moment in the history of humanity. 

 

Of course it is. It is salvation day! It is the day when the eternal Son of God 

is born in the world he made and which he has now come to rescue! 

 

I’m sure we’ve all noticed the mood of the nation change a little when the 

announcement of a cornavirus vaccine that is 95% effective. This means 

that much of our Christmas news is focused on a cure for a deadly disease. 

 

Did you know this was the focus of the first Christmas news? It was the 

announcement of the birth of a spiritual vaccine who could cure us from a 

disease much more deadly than covid 19! 

 

Maybe the true message of Christmas has been lost in all the tinsel, the 

turkeys and the trees. It’s easy to completely miss the significance of the 

birth of Jesus. But friends. It’s big. It’s the biggest news our world has ever 

received.  

 

Without Jesus we are destined for a lost eternity of severe pain. Our sin is 

deadly and it will cast us out of God’s loving presence forever. But here’s 

the wonderful news of the Bible. 2000 years ago the Saviour was born! 

Jesus came to be our spiritual vaccine. And here’s the truth. He is not 

just 95% effective. He is 100% effective! 

 

We generally know there is some big coronavirus news in our country 

when a press conference has three particular people fronting it. The Prime 

Minister Boris Johnston, the Chief Scientific Advisor Sir Patrick Vallance 

and Chief Medical Officer, Professor Chris Whitty. We know it’s important 

when we see the Boris, Vallance and Whitty hat trick. 

 

But friends look at what God does to show how important the birth of Jesus 

is. He doesn’t just arrange for Caesar Augustus to held a socially distanced 

press conference, flanked by two important people. No, he sends a great 

number of heavenly angels to perform a spectacular Christmas 

number 1! 

 



We know that not all Christmas songs are packed full of meaning. You may 

remember the Mr Blobby song in 1993! However, this angelic song is full of 

significance truth.  

 

Listen again to verse 14. Read verse 14. 

 

There are two big themes of this song and two big directions. 

 

 Glory to God in the highest  

 

 Peace to people on earth 

 

Let’s take them one at a time.  

 

First, glory to God in the highest 

 

The angels sing that we humans should give God honour and praise for 

sending the Lord Jesus Christ into the world.  

 

There are lots of different reasons we should praise God. 

 

We should honour him because of who he is. This is irrespective of what 

he does for us.  

 

Like our reaction when a bride walks down the ailse. 

 

We should also give God glory because of the way he has made the world 

and the way he sustains the world.  

 

However, here in Luke 2 the focus is on what God did that first Christmas, 

when he sent his only Son into the world to save us from our sins.  

 

We instinctively do this for human beings who rescue people. Whether it’s 

the lifeboat crew or the scientists behind the Pfizer vaccine. We want to 

applaud and praise them. 

 

How much more does God deserve our praise because of what he has 

done! 

And yet notice something. The angel has to remind us and command us 

to give God the glory he deserves. Why? Because our natural bent is to 

rob God of his glory. Even though it is right and it should be obvious to 

praise God, we mustn’t underestimate the darkness of our hearts.  

 

One of the dangers at the end of 2020 is that we think God has dealt us a 

bad hand. How can we praise God at the end of this year? Remember 

what he has done. Our 2020 may not have worked out how we imagined it 

at the start of year.  

 

But friends remember the truth of Christmas. Remember the song of the 

angels. The Saviour has been born. Our eternity is secure if we have faith 

in Jesus.  

 

So let us give God the glory he deserves. Let our praise go up.  

 

God doesn’t need it. But it is right and it is good for us.  

 

Second, peace to people on earth 

 

The second theme of the angel’s song is about peace on earth. 

 

This focuses on the result of Jesus’ mission as Saviour. He came to bring 

peace on earth. 

 

It’s worth noting that the technically this group of angels are called a great 

company of the heavenly host. Another way of translating this is to say 

that this is a great company of the heavenly army. Angels are often 

portrayed as being involved in a spiritual battle. But what are they doing on 

Christmas day? They have replaced their weapons with instruments of 

music and are singing about the beautiful peace that Jesus will accomplish 

for the sinners on earth.  

 

What is peace? It’s more than just some peace and quiet in a noisy world. 

 

Biblical peace is rich, costly and three dimensional.  

 

Vertical peace. Inner peace. Horizontal peace. 



Vertical peace. We can be reconciled with God. We are not okay as we 

are. We have worn the Christmas Cracker Crown and have robbed God of 

his rightful glory. As a result we deserve to face God’s just punishment for 

our act of cosmic treason. But Jesus loves us enough that he went to the 

cross to pay the costly price of peace. 

 

We know that the price of peace in human conflict is often costly, bloody 

and sacrificial.  

 

How much more as Jesus dies so that we can enjoy vertical peace. Peace 

with God. 

 

Next is what I call inner peace. Rebellion against God leads to the internal 

fracture of our souls. We are broken and battered and don’t know how to 

be mended. We try all sorts of ideas and therapies and drugs but nothing 

seems to work. What we need is peace with God. This then leads to inner 

peace. We can be honest about who were are and yet not crushed 

because we live in an atmosphere of grace. 

 

Lastly, horizontal peace. Following Jesus makes us more loving 

neighbours. We will be less proud and less aggressive. We will be more 

gentle, more compassionate and much kinder. 

 

What does all this mean? 

 

If not a Christian…give glory to God and enjoy peace on earth. 

 

 

If a Christian…give glory to God and enjoy peace on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


