
The Power of Love 

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

 

It is obvious to me that some people love it when a camera is pointed at 

them and some people really dislike it.  

 

So here’s the divide. When some people are asked to smile for a photo or 

dance for a video then they instantly perform. Big cheesy smile. Movement 

of the arms. You can tell they are happy.  

 

By contrast other people hide. They put their hand in the way, turn their 

head and make every excuse under the sun why they don’t want to be in it.  

 

Whether you like video cameras or not one of the features of these last few 

months has been the increase in the number of people using this kind of 

technology. 

 

Whether it’s been teachers filming lessons for their classes or office 

workers using Zoom for a business meeting or a families using Zoom for a 

quiz, loads of us have got used to our faces appearing on a screen. 

 

This morning I want to give you my top tip when you ever find yourself 

using a video camera. Make sure either you or the person holding it 

presses the record button. Otherwise whatever else you do is a complete 

waste of time! 

 

This morning I want to show us the equivalent of the record button in the 

church of Jesus Christ. 

 

Or if I can put it like this, what is essential to the life of a local church that 

without it everything we do is completely useless? 

 

Listen to what we’re told in verse 1 of 1 Corinthians chapter 13. Read 

verses 1-3.  

 

It’s not hard to work out what the apostle Paul is doing. He takes example 

after example of someone who has an A* gifting and yet does not show 

love, and he tells us what this amounts to.  

It’s like running a bath without putting the plug in. The water may gush with 

mighty force but it achieves nothing if it simply runs through the hole.  

 

Paul says this is what it is like when someone in a church has tremendous 

gifts but doesn’t love their brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

In verse 1 Paul starts with speaking in tongues. He is talking about the gift 

of speaking in other human languages you have not learned or a heavenly 

language spoken by angels. This was a gift considered to be very valuable 

in the Corinthian church. Paul certainly thinks it is a good gift from God but 

without love a person with this gift would be like a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal, which is bad. We are not to think of a well timed cymbal 

crash during a dramatic piece of music. No, think of me with a cymbal. All it 

would amount to would be annoying and useless banging. 

 

Do you see the point? Love is essential for church life.  

 

In verses 2 and 3, Paul then applies the same logic to a number of other 

wonderful types of spiritual gifts. To prophecy; to a gift of special gift of faith 

that trusts God can and will do big and seemingly impossible things in the 

life of the church; to the gift of giving away lots of money; and even to the 

gift of martyrdom, to give away your life for the cause of Christ. Again and 

again we are told the same thing. Without love, none of these abilities are 

worth anything. 

 

I don’t know if you were good at your times tables at school. But let me tell 

you one of my favourite ones to do. It’s the zero times table. Everything 

times by zero ends up as zero. This is the same with anything done at 

church without love. The greatest achievement without love is multiplied by 

zero and it ends up without any value at all.  

 

Love is essential for church life. 

 

This leaves us with a big question, what does this mean in practice? What 

does it mean to love other Christians in a local church? 

 

Listen to verse 4. Read verses 4 to 7.  

 



I’d love to slow down and take us through all these wonderful verses but 

unfortunately we just don’t have time this morning. So instead let me 

highlight a few points for us to ponder. 

 

First, please notice that the focus of these words is on actions not 

feelings. In this beautiful definition of love Paul never says something like 

this, “Love is a feeling you get when you sit next to someone at church that 

causes your tummy to have butterflies and the hairs on the back of your 

neck to stand up straight.” No, love in these verses is something you do, 

not something you feel. This make it applicable to all Christians not just the 

ones who have strong emotions.  

 

Second, let me focus on a few specific things Paul says about love in 

these verses.  

 

Let me start with the two positive things he says in verse 4. Love is 

patient and love is kind.  

  

Love is patient. Love has a long fuse. Christians are a mixture of sinful 

and godly desires. How can we love each other? Be patient with each 

other. Give people time to change. How can we do this? I remember that 

God is patient with me.  

 

Love is kind. We love each other by not being harsh. This doesn’t mean 

we never address things. However, there is a way of speaking to people 

we disagree with. Love is tender towards others. This is so vital because so 

many of us carry heavy loads and burdens. 

 

After these two positive statements about what love does in a church, 

Paul now turns to what it doesn’t do. In fact, he lists a total of 8 things that 

should not be a feature of a Christian’s life. 

 

He says things like this… 

 

Love does not boast. This is so hard isn’t it? How many times in a 

conversation do you feel tempted to talk about something in your past that 

is similar to what someone else has just told you? How much more loving it 

is to keep our mouths closed and our ears open. 

Love is not easily angered. Wow! How easy it is for our anger to be at 

simmering temperature throughout our lives, always ready to burst into 

flame when someone does something that seems to get in the way of our 

plans. But friends, this isn’t what love does. Instead, love has deep concern 

for the well-being and development of someone else and is less bothered 

by the obstacles thrown at us by others. 

 

Love keeps no record of wrongs. We are not to be like Scrooge with his 

ledgers, carefully noting down every wrong deed and bringing it out at 

whenever we feel the need. Friends, we don’t want to be the person who 

can’t remember for the life of them what the Bible teaches on various 

issues but who can tell you exactly what was done to them at such and 

such an hour by such and such a person. No, we must erase the tape. Or 

more properly, we must rewrite our internal hard drive with the gospel of 

forgiveness that releases us from the strangling tentacles of past wrong. 

 

Let me highlight one more statement, what Paul says in verse 6. 

 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Love is not just 

niceness. Loving words and actions don’t always make people feel nice all 

the time. It has a place for disapproval for sin within the church. There is a 

concern in Christian love for Biblical truth.  

 

I wish we had more time to ponder the positive ending of verse 7 where 

Paul declares that love always protects, trusts, hopes and perseveres. But 

as we finish let me ask you this question, how is your love when 

compared to this Biblical standard? 

 

To find out, put your name into these verses from 1 Corinthians chapter 13 

and read it out loud…Lee is patient. Lee is kind. Lee does not envy. Lee 

does not boast. Lee is not proud… 

 

Is there a name that fits the definition? In all of human history can one 

person claim to have lived the beautiful life described by these verses? 

Only one. Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God come down to earth. 

 

How does this sound? Jesus is patient. Jesus is kind. Jesus does not 

envy. Jesus does not boast. Jesus does not dishonour anyone.  



Jesus is not easily angered. Jesus keeps no record of wrongs. Jesus does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Jesus always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes and always perseveres. 

 

This is the secret to being a genuinely loving person. And who doesn’t want 

this! 

 

The first step is to come to Jesus for ourselves and experience his perfect 

love.  

 

The second step is to allow him to transform us so that over time we 

become more like him.  

 

So let’s ensure that we respond properly to this astounding definition of 

love in 1 Corinthians chapter 13. We are not to look around and feel guilty 

that we aren’t as good as others. We aren’t to look within to find some inner 

strength to change. No, we are to look to Jesus, the compassionate 

Saviour who wants us to be like him.  

 

Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


