
The Greater Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 

 

I saw a picture this week of a mince pie that was about to be eaten by one 

of our church family.  

 

Do you know how many days there are until Christmas? According to 

ChristmasClock.com, there are only 75 days until we get to unwrap our 

Christmas presents.  

 

I know we adults all celebrate Christmas in different ways. But it seems that 

children have something in common. When they know that Christmas is 

just around the corner or at least when it is on the distant horizon they start 

planning what they want with passionate precision. 

 

They are zealous for the gifts they want to receive. 

 

Friends bear this in mind as I read verse 31. Read verse 31a.  

 

Over these last few weeks we’ve seen that the church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ is the community that we have been made to experience.  

 

In our hearts we crave a place to belong, a people to love and loved by, 

and a project to work on with others that has everlasting significance.   

 

Despite it’s bad PR record, the church of Jesus is what we need.  

 

The church is far from perfect. Or more accurately, it will not be perfect until 

Jesus returns again. 

 

We’ve seen in 1 Corinthians 12 that it is a beautifully diverse and a 

beautifully united body of people.  

 

It is made up of people who each have the Holy Spirit of God, who each 

have spiritual gifts and who together serve the God who has died on a 

cross to make their salvation possible.  

 

This is wonderful!! It means there are no second class Christians. 

Everyone is needed. No one needs to be the same. And everyone is 

valuable.  

 

Or to use the words of verse 27. Read verse 27.  

 

And then listen to how Paul continues. Verse 28. Read verse 28.  

 

As you listen to this verse you might be tempted to think Paul has just 

contradicted everything he has just said about how everyone in the church 

is valuable and how every gift is necessary and equal.  

 

This is because at first sight it appears as if Paul is ranking spiritual gifts 

according to their importance.  

 

But friends, don’t be afraid. This isn’t what he is doing. No, he is simply 

writing down an example list of just some of the different kind of gifts that 

have been found in the church.  

 

It seems to me that one of the best ways to make sure a person has really 

grasped something is to give them a little test.  

 

I’m aware that not everyone in this room likes getting tested but let me give 

you two assurances as we prepare for our spiritual test this morning.  

 

 It’s really easy 

 We’re going to do it together 

 

Are you ready?  

 

I’m going to ask you the seven questions we come across in verses 29 

and 30. As you hear them I’d like you to say the answer out loud.  

 

Okay? Here goes. 

 

Question 1: Are all apostles? No. 

Question 2: Are all prophets? No.  

Question 3: Are teachers? No. 



Question 4: Do all work miracles? No. 

Question 5: Do all have gifts of healing? No. 

Question 6: Do all speak in tongues? No. 

Question 7: Do all interpret? No. 

 

How did you get on? Anyone get a full house? 

 

At this point I would have expected Paul to write something like this, “Now 

be content with the spiritual gift that God has given you as he has 

determined and use it to the best.” 

 

But this isn’t what Paul says in verse 31. Let me read it again. Read verse 

31a. 

 

With the same zeal a child desires their Christmas presents we are to 

desire the greater spiritual gifts. 

 

It’s obvious that we all have desires for the gifts of God. It may be the gift of 

fun. Or friendship. Or family. Or food. Or falling in love. Or maybe the gift of 

sport or career. But normally we all have something we are zealous for. 

 

This means we don’t wait around for someone to bring it to us. We do all 

we can to get our hands on it.  

 

Paul says have the same desire for spiritual gifts, and, in particular, for the 

greater spiritual gifts.  

 

At this point it’s critical to know what the greater spiritual gifts are.  

 

To work out the answer we must be governed by what the Bible says and 

not our experience.  

 

I know that our Trinity Church family has come from a variety of Christian 

backgrounds and some of our previous Christian experience may have 

emphasised certain gifts above others.  

 

The critical question is not, what have I previously been told but what 

does the Bible say?  

This is something we’re going to be looking at in the weeks to come but to 

whet your appetite let me show you two verses from 1 Corinthians chapter 

14.  

 

 Read 14:1 

 Read 14:12b 

 

In short, the best gifts are the ones that can be used for the benefit of 

other people rather than for our own individual spiritual experience. God 

encourages us to earnestly seek these. Simultaneously we are to trust 

God for what the Spirit has already given us but also we are to be zealous 

for spiritual gifts that will build up the church.  

 

This can be a shock for us in Western nations that prize individualism. We 

are taught from a young age that individual self actualisation is the most 

important thing in life and we are encouraged to pursue our dreams with 

every passion we’ve got.  

 

And then we read the Bible and discover it tells a different story. Life is 

about love for others. Love for God, love for Christians and love for the 

world. This is why the greater gifts of the Spirit are about what will grow the 

church rather than the ones that will simply increase my personal spiritual 

experience.  

 

In Conclusion 

 

Not yet a Christian? Jesus says come to me. Come to us. This is what 

you need and what you want. So don’t hold back. 

 

Already a Christian? There is much to rejoice in. All of us are part of the 

body of Christ. We are all valuable. We are all needed.  And we don’t all 

have the same spiritual gifts. However, here’s my closing challenge. Will 

we passionately pursue the greater gifts of the Spirit that will enable us to 

be a greater blessing to our brothers and sisters in Christ? Let’s not just sit 

around and wait. Let’s be prayerful as we ask our Heavenly Father to 

generous equip us with more gifts so we can see his body grow in number 

and in maturity. Let’s pray.p 


