
I am the way and the truth and the life 

John 14:1-6 

 

A few years ago a famous Christian called Billy Graham was on a national 

radio show in Sydney. During the interview he was asked this question, “Dr 

Graham, if you were to die tonight, how sure are you that you’d go to 

heaven?” Without any hesitation he simply said “Completely sure.” At this 

point the phone lines on the radio show went crazy. Loads of angry people 

started to call in to complain about what the arrogance of Billy Graham. 

Who does he think he is to say that he is definitely going to heaven? 

 

It seems to me that there are three common views that people hold about 

going to heaven. 

 

 There is the no hope view 

 There is the false hope view 

 There is the true hope view 

 

The no hope view is exactly what you think it is. Those who hold it have 

absolutely no positive hope of heaven. Either they don’t think there is an 

afterlife. Or they think they are in no position to be there. 

 

The false hope view normally has two alternatives.  

 

 Either a person thinks that everyone goes to heaven regardless of 

what they believe and what they have done. So there is nothing to 

worry about.  

 Or a person who holds this view thinks they are a relatively good 

person and will hopefully get to heaven because of their moral 

performance. Normally they are not 100% certainly and may lash 

out at anyone who says they are definitely heading for God’s 

presence. 

 

The true hope view is the one held by Billy Graham, it’s the one taught in 

the Bible and it’s the one I want to show us today from John chapter 14.  

 

 

 

Have a look at what Jesus says in verse 1. Read verses 1-4.  

 

At this point in the story Jesus is in the final hours of his life. It is the day 

before Good Friday and Jesus is preparing his followers for what will 

happen after he had died on the cross, risen from the dead and returned to 

heaven to be with his Father. 

 

His friends and followers of Jesus are in turmoil. The man they have 

followed for three years is about to meet his end. The man they have 

hitched their dreams to is about to be taken from them. And, as a result, 

they are confused and concerned. 

 

But isn’t Jesus wonderful! Notice that he doesn’t give them a big telling 

off for being anxious and afraid. Or tell them to find some inner strength to 

keep on going. No, he tells them to trust him.  

 

He gets them to stop looking around at the circumstances that frighten 

them and instead he gets them to look at him, the powerful and caring 

Jesus who can be trusted to work out everything in the future for the good 

of his people and the glory of God.  

 

At this point Jesus is about to die. He is about to suffer one of the most 

embarrassing and excruciating ways to die that has ever been known in 

human history. But here’s the thing. It’s not out of his control. No, this is the 

perfect plan of God to open up the perfect world of God to people like 

you and me.  

 

Or in the words of verse 2 Jesus says he is going there to prepare a place 

for us. 

 

I still remember what happened in the summer of 2007. I was out of town 

and helping to lead a summer camp for children. In my absence Vicky and 

her parents paid a secret visit to my bachelor pad with the desire to make it 

very special for me when I returned. It was a wonderful surprise when I 

came home because they completely transformed it. Instead of a giant cat 

litter tray out front, I had a garden. The carpets were vacuumed for the first 

time in months. I got a new duvet and sheets. And my little house even had 

flowers – an item never before seen on the premises.  



Friends, this is not what Jesus is promising us when he says he is 

going ahead of us to prepare a place in his Father’s house. We’re not 

being told that Jesus is going to arrive in the Heavenly Mansions, put on 

some old clothes, strip the wall paper and then put a new coat of paint on 

our apartments. No, this is not the way Jesus prepares a place for us.  

 

How does he then? The focus here is not on the arrival of Jesus in 

heaven but his journey to heaven. That is, it is the way he goes to 

heaven rather than what he does when he arrives that opens up the way 

for others to go after him.  

 

In short, he is talking about his sacrificial death as a substitute for 

sin. He is explaining that it is because he will return to heaven via the cross 

that others like you and me will find heaven open to us.  

 

Or if I can put it like this, we can think of Jesus like a trailblazer. A 

trailblazer is a person who blazes a trail for others through unsettled county 

or the wilderness. So imagine a place that you really want to get to from 

where you are. But before you is a dense forest and mountains and 

explosives. We can’t get to our destination. But what if a trailblazer went 

before us and paved the way? 

 

This is what Jesus is talking about in John 14. He is promising to go ahead 

of us to prepare a place for us. 

 

This is the true hope of heaven. It is the truth that our place with God is 

not determined but what we do but by what Jesus has done. 

 

This is the belief, held by Billy Graham, that leads us to a place of humble, 

confident joy.  

 

Let me just ask you something. Is this your belief? What’s your current 

view of the future? Are you a no hoper? Are you a false hoper? Or have 

you arrived at the place of true hope? The place of wonderful peace and 

deep joy 

 

 

It’s popular in our world to believe that there are many paths to God. And 

that it doesn’t really matter which one we take because they all reach the 

same destination in the end. In fact, the only thing that matters is that we 

are happy with the path we are on, whatever this might be.  

 

It’s like we are standing at a crossroads with loads of different paths 

heading off in all sorts of different directions and then disappearing into the 

mist so we cannot tell where they end up. We look at the sign and it says 

that every path will lead us to the city of God. This leaves us perplexed and 

confused. But what can we do? We don’t have many options. We could 

simply trust the sign post and choose the path that looks most appealing? 

Or maybe we could ask our fellow travellers. The problem is they don’t 

know the truth either because none of them have travelled one road to the 

end, let alone tried all roads to the end.   

 

What are we to do? Listen to what Jesus says in verse 6. Read verse 6. 

 

Lots of people are offended by this claim of Jesus. They would be happy is 

he simply said a way to God but that’s not what verse 6 says. Jesus says 

he is the way to know God now and to spend eternity in heaven. 

 

If Jesus was simply a fellow traveller on the road with us then we should 

feel outraged by him. But that’s not who Jesus is. He is the eternal Son of 

God who speaks the truth because he is the Truth.  Or in the picture that 

I’ve paid with all these paths, Jesus is the one who is travelling in the 

opposite direction from everyone else. He is coming from the City of God to 

tell us how to get there.  

 

What does he have to say? For starters, that sign post is a load of rubbish. 

It’s not true that all paths lead to the City of God. In fact, apart from this one 

path, all the rest lead to eternal destruction, no matter how sincerely we 

believe they are right. But here’s the good news. There is a path! And we 

can know it. And it’s for everyone, no matter what they have done or where 

they are from.  

 

What is this path? Take away the picture language and tell me clearly, 

what is the way to heaven? It is quite simply putting our faith in Jesus, the 

trailblazer who has gone to heaven via the cross to prepare a place for us.    



I want to finish this morning by pressing home two particular truths that 

we’ve seen today. 

 

 There is a way to heaven 

 There is only one way to heaven 

 

My prayer is that these truths will drive our church and shape our lives. 

 

Regardless of our temperament, I want this theology to energise and 

motivate us for the rest of days. 

 

I want us to wake up in the morning and even though life feel tiring and 

hard, we are reminded by God’s Spirit that there is a way to heaven and 

that there is only one way to heaven. 

 

I want us to see our friends through this lens of reality. How this will 

motivate us to pray and invite and care. 

 

I want us to make decisions for the future of our church, whether it’s where 

we meet or what we do, no matter if it seems hard or uncomfortable. based 

on these two convictions. Do we believe there is a way to heaven? Do we 

believe there is only one way to heaven? 

 

Then please God help us not to hide away of fritter away our short little 

lives. No, please Father empower us with your strength and grant us your 

wisdom to live our short days with a focus on eternal days. 

 

Let’s pray.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


