
Different Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

 

If you had the choice, would you prefer to spend time as a passenger on a 

cruise ship or as a member of the crew on a battleship? I’m obviously 

talking about in pre-coronavirus days. I’m not sure that many of us would 

like to be trapped on a cruise ship in these covid-19 days. 

 

However, suppose for a minute that coronavirus didn’t exist, which kind of 

boat would you like to be on? 

 

It’s not easy decision. The reason is because both options are attractive in 

different ways. 

 

Imagine being a passenger on a cruise liner. This is attractive because it’s 

very comfortable. For all the time you are on the ship you are served by 

other people. The whole point of your experience is to be refreshed and to 

feel relaxed. This is very attractive. However, there is a downside to being 

on a cruise ship.  One of the downsides of being on a cruise ship is that 

after a few weeks it starts to get a bit boring. We need purposeful things to 

make life worth living. 

 

What about being on a battleship? Have you ever seen those Royal 

Navy videos? They don’t apologise in their recruitment adverts. They are 

not offering an experience where you are served by others and consume 

what they deliver. No belonging to the navy will involve hard work and 

sacrifice. But it will provide adventure and purposes, and will allow you to 

be part of a team that is working together to achieve a significant goal.  

 

The Bible never uses the picture of a cruise ship or a battle ship when it 

talks about what it means to belong to a local church. However, if it did it 

would surely use a battleship over a cruise ship. 

 

I know that so much of us longs for a quiet, comfortable and individual life. 

However, this is not what we have been created for. This is not we have 

been saved for. And let me say such a life is not good for us, good for other 

people and not glorifying to God. 

 

This morning I want to show us from 1 Corinthians chapter 12 what the 

Bible has to teach about belonging to a local church. 

 

I know that what the Bible says about personal commitment and personal 

contribution is very counter-cultural and goes against our consumer 

mind-set. However, I don’t apologise for this teaching because it’s what 

God’s Word says and it is the way to be involved in something that is 

eternally worthwhile.  

 

What are we to learn today about belonging to a local church? 

 

First, there are lots of different ways to serve (Vs 4-6) 

 

Look at verse 4. Read verses 4-6. 

 

One of the things we notice on a navy battleship is that you need many 

different people doing many different jobs if the one team is to successfully 

complete their mission.  

 

The same is true with the church. We have a glorious mission to live out 

and speak out the good news about Jesus Christ. 

 

What God wants us to do spiritually is the very opposite of what we 

need to do physically at the moment. We know that because of 

coronavirus we need to keep ourselves away from other people and make 

sure things don’t come out of our mouth. That’s why we wear facemasks. 

But if we did this spiritually this would be a disaster for Christianity. Instead, 

we are to make sure are involved in people’s lives so they see the 

difference Jesus makes and we are to open our months and tell people all 

about him.  

 

We do this in different ways. Sometimes it’s through our services or 

events or meetings or courses or whatever. Often it’s as we individually 

connect and communicate with people in our daily lives. But here’s the 

thing. The best way to do this is as a family on mission together. 

Whether we’re standing beside each other at an event or whether we are 

benefiting from what has been organised previously as we speak on our 

own. We do it better together.  



This doesn’t mean we are to do the same thing. There are many different 

tasks that are essential if a church is to successfully be a light in a dark 

world.  

 

Just think about Sundays. We need singers. Welcomers. Preachers. 

Service leaders. Children’s helpers. Car parking attendants. PA team, 

Sanitizers. Outside Sunday we need designers. Web editors. 

Administrators. Treasurers. People to offer wisdom. The list goes on. 

 

The danger is that we think we can’t get involved if we can’t serve like 

someone else.  

 

The Bible says nonsense! Listen again to verse 4. Read verse 4. 

 

Okay you say, I can see that there are different kinds of gifts but how do I 

know that every Christian gets one? 

 

Second, every Christian has a gift from God (Vs 7) 

 

Look at verse 7. Read verse 7.  

 

The crucial words in this verse are at the very beginning and at the very 

end.  

 

 To each one 

 

There were some in the Corinthian church who felt devalued and useless. 

They don’t believe they could have any significant part to play in what 

happened. 

 

Paul says, no, to each one the Spirit of God has equipped you for service. 

 

 For the common good 

 

The point of having the gifts is not for our personal advantage. It’s for the 

common good of the church. 

 

It’s like a footballer who is really good at scoring goals. I guess he could 

just grab a ball, draw some goals on a wall with a piece of chalk and kick 

balls into the open space. But his true skill is best used when he plays for a 

team and helps them win. 

 

Be encouraged! There are different gifts. And everyone has one. We are 

to use them together in the mission of the church. 

 

Third, the Holy Spirit decides who gets which gift (Vs 8-11) 

 

One of the questions we’re left with is, who decides who gets which gift? 

Listen to what we’re told in verse 8. Read verses 8-11. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list of spiritual gifts. 

 

What we see again and again is that it is the same Spirit who gives gifts to 

the people of God. And it is him who determines what each of us gets. 

 

This means… 

 

We shouldn’t feel proud. Gifts are gifts. They are given from someone 

else.  

 

We don’t need to feel inadequate. God hasn’t made a mistake. He has 

given you the gifts and talents you need to contribute to the mission of a 

local church. 

 

We shouldn’t envy others. Rejoice in their gifts as you serve Jesus with 

yours. 

 

In Conclusion 

 

Not yet a Christian? The Christian life is not passive consumerism. It’s not 

like adding a spiritual channel to your Netflix favourites. Jesus expects us 

to be an active and committed member of a local church. This is what we 

need. To be part of a gospel team that is working together for an eternal 

mission.  

 



A message for Christians. Are we mobilised in kingdom service? 

 

If yes, then let me encourage you that you are making the right decisions. 

 

If not, then let me say that this is what God wants. Christians are not 

doing the minister a favour when they serve in a church. They are 

obeying God’s commands and using the gifts he has generosity given them 

for the good of their brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

Sometimes we need a little time in the hospital bay to be looked after by 

others.  

 

However, it is normal to find our place and actively serve in the church of 

God. The truth is we need each other.  

 

Can you imagine a battleship where half the crew were watching TV whilst 

the other half desperately tried to cook the meals, clean the toilets and fire 

the guns? Or what would happen if the cook didn’t provide the meals?  

 

If you are not yet mobilised in service here at Trinity Church let’s try and 

change this. I apologise if I’ve let you down and you’ve been really eager 

to serve but feel you have been overlooked. This is certainly not our 

intention.  

 

Here’s a positive next step to get you involved. Why not come and ask me 

this question, “Lee, how can I serve?” You can ask this question in 

different ways. Have a chat. Ping me an email. Send me a Whatsapp. This 

will trigger the conversations that need to be had.  

 

We are at an exciting stage in the life of our church family as we move to 

the Street and start leasing a unit for the entire week. There is so much 

gospel potential. But for this to be realised we need to find our place and 

get stuck in.  

 

So, my brothers and sisters, let me beg you not to choose consumer 

church. It may be far more comfortable than committed church. 

However, it won’t bring you more joy. It isn’t loving to other Christians. And 

it isn’t what God wants. Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


