
I am the resurrection and the life 

John 11:17-44 

 

Earlier this week I came across a new type of clock. It’s called the Death 

Clock.  

 

The Death Clock is basically a website that calculates the date of your 

death. I know this is a happy thought on a Sunday morning 😊 In case 

you’re interested what you do is find the website, enter a few of your life 

details, click a button and then before your eyes you get to see how long 

you have left. 

 

I think it’s fair to say that most of us don’t like to face up to the future.  

 

We know the numbers. We know that 100% of people who are born will 

die. However, even though death is a certainty we ignore it. 

 

We do this for two big reasons. 

 

 We get distracted by the busyness of the moment. Where does the 

time go? 

 

 Many people don’t have a clear answer for what happens next. When 

we don’t know for sure we often stay quite. Obviously we are shocked 

by an event and are forced to face the fact. This is what coronavirus 

has done for many of us. And yet, after the initial shock it is fairly easy 

to return to our previous way of denial and distraction. 

 

This morning I want to show us from God’s book, the Bible, an answer for 

death that is true, that is positive, that is credible and that is highly 

motivational for how we live each day. 

 

We find it in verse 25. Read verses 25 and 26.  

 

The background to this statement from Jesus is the very sad truth that a 

man called Lazarus has died.  

He was the brother of Mary and Martha and when he was very ill they had 

sent word to Jesus to ask him to come straight away and help him. 

However, Jesus had deliberately decided to stay where he was and by the 

time he arrives, Lazarus has been dead for four days.  

 

How do we react when God delays his intervention? We normally 

experience pain as we wait.  

 

We’re told in verse 21 what Martha said to Jesus when she saw him. Listen 

to this. Read verses 21 and 22.  

 

You can feel the disappointment in her words. If you had been here my 

brother would still be breathing! The one person in the world who could 

have made a difference didn’t.  

 

It’s not hard to imagine the thoughts that would have been racing through 

her mind as she waited. ‘Surely he will come. Surely when he hears that 

Lazarus is sick he will be here in a flash.” 

 

But he didn’t come. Lazarus simply got worse. But the knock at the door 

never came. Not to help. Not to heal. Not even to bury. And now four days 

later he shows up. 

 

But what can he do? Lazarus is dead. And he has been dead four days. 

It’s not like Jesus arrives just after his heart has stopped beating so he can 

intervene quickly with CPR.   

 

What can Jesus do when confronted with a dead body? 

 

In an interview broadcast throughout the world’s media on 23 December 

2003, Samantha Roberts, the widow of the first British soldier killed in the 

Iraq War, told how she had met President George W. Bush when he had 

made a state visit to the UK a month earlier. She recalled standing before 

‘the most powerful man on the earth’ and then added, ‘But he couldn’t bring 

back my husband.’ 

 

What about Jesus? What can he do when confronted with one of the 

greatest enemies of the human race? 



Listen again to what we are told in verse 25. Read verses 25 and 26. 

These words of Jesus are exactly what we need to hear and believe in the 

face of tragedy.  

 

When you suffer the loss of a loved one, or maybe you are faced with your 

own mortality having been diagnosed with a life threatening illness - what is 

the one thing you need most? Someone to talk to? Yes. The warmth of 

friendship? Yes. But above all when we are sinking into the abyss of grief - 

we need more than mere sentiment that things might be all right in the 

great by and by - we need assurance that there is one who is waiting for 

us, who will be our great companion on that last journey we all have to 

make from this world to the next and that the icy waters of death don’t need 

to terrify us. In short, we need Jesus who is the resurrection and the life. 

 

Did you notice that Jesus actually makes two claims?  

 

 First that he is the resurrection  

 And, second, that he is the life.  

 

And then he continues…. 

 

 Whoever believes in me will live, even though he dies 

 Whoever lives by believing in me will never die 

 

Friends, all these words link together and it’s incredible when we see the 

full picture emerging before our eyes. 

 

Have you ever done one of those dot to dots puzzles? You connect all the 

pieces together and then you finally see the whole picture! 

 

This is what we have to do with Jesus words here in John 11. But let me 

say that it’s worth the effort.  

 

Jesus says that he is the resurrection. Which is his way of saying that he 

has the power to bring physical life back to those who have physically died. 

That is those who believe in Jesus will physically live even though they 

physically die.  

 

The ultimate hope for a Christian is not to escape from our bodies but to 

escape from sin and suffering in a physical body that is perfect like the 

body of Jesus. 

 

However, in the meantime, Jesus also promises life. He means spiritual, 

relationship life with God that begins when anyone has faith in Jesus. And 

what’s the promise Whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Jesus 

doesn’t mean we will never physically die. But the true spiritual relationship 

life enjoyed by every Christian will not be snuffed out by physical death.  

 

Claims are one thing but how do we know they are true? 

 

For example, I could claim to the best dancer in this barn. However, it 

would only take a few seconds for the evidence to proof otherwise.  

 

What about Jesus? He has two outstanding claims that we want to be true, 

but how do we know they are credible? Do we just have to believe? Close 

our eyes and take a jump into the dark? 

 

Not at all. Because in the next few verses of John 11, Jesus shows us that 

his claims are believable.  

 

Listen to verse 38. Read verses 38 to 44. 

 

Friends, here is the miracle to back up the claim.  

 

How do we know that Jesus is the resurrection and the life? Look at 

what happened to Lazarus! Jesus raised him from the dead to show his 

words can be trusted. 

 

What does all this mean for us? 

 

Let me finish by highlighting two implications of what we’ve heard this 

morning.  

 

  



First, Christians believe in life after death and life before death. We want 

both. We need both. 

 

Without life after death everything we do is like building a junk model out of 

toilet roll tubes. 

 

Life now and life to come are both are experienced through faith in Jesus. 

 

Second, Christians have a reason to believe what we believe.  

 

It’s not just wishful thinking.  

 

Jesus has acted in the past and this gives us confidence for the future. 

 

So if you are a Christian don’t fear the Death Clock. It’s certainly ticking 

but God knows exactly how long is left. And here’s the truth, when it does 

run our spiritual life in Christ will continue beyond the grave and one day 

when Jesus returns we will enjoy everlasting life in a perfect physical body 

in the presence of Jesus forever. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


