
I am the gate 

John 1-:1-10 

 

Which gate would you like to walk through if you could? 

 

You might think this is one of the most boring questions in the world so let 

me explain it a bit more.  

 

All around the world there are very impressive gates that gives us access 

to very important places and people. Which of these gates would you like 

to walk through? 

 

 Maybe it would be Buckingham Palace 

 Or perhaps the gates at the end of Downing Street 

 Or maybe the gates at the entrance to the White House 

 Or maybe somewhere entirely different 

 

But here’s my point. Gates give us access to people and places.  

 

And normally the more impressive the gate, the more impressive the 

people and the place. 

 

This morning we’re going to focus on the most important gate in the entire 

world.  

 

Listen to what Jesus says in verse 7. Read verses 7 and 8.  

 

Jesus has not come to start his own religion. He has arrived in the middle 

of the Jewish story and into the middle of the hopes and expectations of 

the Jewish people.  

 

By this point in the story they are eagerly waiting for a leader who will 

propser them in good ways. And on a number of occasions Jesus says, the 

one you have been waiting for has arrived. I am the promised one.  

 

Or in the language this part of John 10, Jesus says I am the gate.  

 

We’ve already seen that a gate gives us access to important places and 

important people. So therefore it’s worth asking, if Jesus is the gate, what 

is he promising to give us access to? 

 

The answer is in verses 9 and 10. Read verses 9 and 10.  

 

Do you see the two big things that Jesus is offering? Salvation and 

satisfaction.  

 

Jesus says whoever enters through me will be saved. 

 

They will come in and out and find pasture. That is they will find the means 

of life. They find satisfaction. 

 

Let’s think about these two promises in turn. 

 

First of all, salvation.  

 

There are three crucial questions that we need to be asking:  

 

 What do we need saved from? 

 

Not everyone agrees that we need saving from anything. Others disagree 

about what the big problem is.  

 

 How are we saved? 

 

If there is a problem, who can fix it? 

 

Many of us are instinctively DIY people, at least when it comes to fixing 

spiritual problem.  

 

 What are we saved for? 

 

What ‘s the future outcome? 

 

 

 



There are different ways we can answer these questions but this morning I 

want to give you a short phrase that summarises what the Bible teaches 

about this.  

 

We are saved from God, by God, for God. 

 

 We are saved from God. 

 

Because of our sin we are subject to the punishment of God.  

 

This is the wrath of God. This is the settled, right and controlled anger of 

God against human rebellion.  

 

Hebrews 10:31, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God.” 

 

We have a taste of this in human relationships. If we wrong someone and 

cause them to be rightly angry with us we often try and keep out of their 

way.  

 

It is awful to be in the presence of someone who is angry with us.  

 

 We are saved by God. 

 

This is the amazing announcement of the Bible. The God we have 

offended is the one who loves us and has come to rescue us.  

 

Jesus means God to the rescue.  

 

 We are not saved by our behaviour 

 We are not saved by our knowledge 

 We are saved by God.  

 

It’s not that we are on a sinking ship and Jesus comes on board to pass on 

instructions about how we can construct our own life boat. No, he comes 

on board a boat we are responsible for damaging and pulls us off into the 

rescue boat he has built.  

 

 We are saved for God.  

 

We are saved for God.  

 

This is incredible! We get to spend forever in the presence of the infinitely 

joyful and infinitely beautiful God who has existed for all eternity.  

 

It all starts now! 

 

Jesus says, whoever enters through me will be saved.  

 

Second, satisfaction 

 

Jesus also says that we will come and go and find pasture. That is, the way 

to find satisfaction in life is through faith in Jesus.  

 

It’s pretty obvious that Christianity has a PR problem. 

 

It’s a sad reality that many people believe that following Jesus is the way of 

restrictions and the way to lead a dull and boring life.  

 

We need to challenge this perception. 

 

Not all restrictions are bad. For example, think about a shark. What 

conditions will allow a shark to flourish? We could…  

 

 Put it in the open sea 

 Put in something like a Sea Life Centre 

 Put it on a deck chair on a beach 

 

As we all know a fish out of water is not free, it’s dead.  

 

A shark in the Sea Life Centre is alive but the best place for it to be is the 

environment it was created to experience, to enjoy the restrictions of the 

open sea. 

 



The same is true with human beings. We have been created to enjoy 

satisfaction but the only way to experience this deep joy is to follow Jesus 

and embrace his teaching in all areas of our existence.  

 

Whether this is about who God is. Or who we are. About relationships. Or 

about parenting. Or about business. Or about anything.  

 

The so called restrictions of God are actually the way to be released. 

They are the way to swim in the bountiful ocean of God’s joy. 

 

In Conclusion 

 

We started off by thinking about magnificent gates. Of course there are 

many throughout the world.  

 

However, I hope it is now more obvious that it has ever been why Jesus is 

by far the most important and impressive gate that we will ever hear about.  

 

Listen again to his promises. Verse 9. Read verses 9 and 10.  

 

Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


