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Which list are you on? 

Daniel 12:1-4 

 
Do you know what happened on 14th April 1912 just before midnight? 
 
On 12th April an enormous ocean liner called the Titanic set sail on her 
maiden voyage from Southampton to loud cheering and celebration. 
However, only two days later disaster struck. The unsinkable ship hit an 
enormous iceberg and quickly sank to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
I imagine that on the 12th April there were many different kinds of lists on 
board the ship.  
 
For example:  
 
There would have been different lists for the passengers. There would 
have been a list of first class passengers and a list of second class and 
even a list of third class passengers. 
 
There would have been a list of the crew with everyone categorized 
according to their rank.  
 
And there might even have been lists of all various food and drink on 
board. 
 
However, on the morning of the 15th April 1912 there were only two lists 
that really mattered.  
 

 Those who were saved 

 Those who were lost 
 
In our world there are all sorts of lists that you can try and get your name 
on. For example, you may try and get your name on… 
 

 The list of the richest people in the world 

 The list of the top universities in the country 

 The list of the most beautiful people in town 

 Or maybe you just want to be on the list of the most popular people 
in school 

 

Today I want to show us from the Bible that even though our world is 
full of so many important lists, ultimately only two matter, 
 

 The list of those of who are saved eternally 

 The list of those of who suffer eternally 
 
Over the last few weeks we’ve seen lots of different historical references 
as we have opened up the book of Daniel. We’ve had a glimpse of the 
Babylonian empire. And the Persian empire. And the Greek empire and 
even the Roman empire. But now as we reach Daniel chapter 12, the 
camera shifts to the very end of human history. 
 
Have a look at verse 1. Read verses 1-2. 
 
Many of us have never given any thought to how the world will end. We 
are so busy trying to survive the moment never mind contemplating 
the winding up of human history.  
 
Friends, here is a Biblical truth. Here is a Biblical fact. The world as we 
know if will end but only when the same Jesus who walked the earth 
2000 years ago returns again.  
 
When he does, it will be very different from before. It won’t be quiet and 
hidden. No, it will be loud. It will be dramatic. And it will be unmissable.  
 
When Jesus returns lots of incredible things will happen. But this 
morning we’re going to focus on what we’re told in verse 2. Read verse 
2. 
 
It’s wrong to say that if you want to live forever then you should become 
a Christian. This is because, according to the Bible, everyone will live 
forever, the only question is where?  
 
Or in the words of Daniel chapter 12, at some point in the future when 
Jesus returns, people will either rise to everlasting life or everlasting 
shame.  
 
This means that not everyone is waved through Heavenly Passport 
Control to enjoy life with God forever. No, at the great return there is a 
great separation.  
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Everyone who has ever lived will rise from the grave. It’s an incredible 
thought. But some will rise to everlasting joy and some will rise to 
everlasting pain.  
 
Some question whether this is fair. How can it be right for people to 
suffer eternally for things they have done in a short period of time? The 
length of a sentence is not always proportionate to the time taken to 
commit a crime. There are some crimes that only take seconds but the 
sentence is life.  
 
When it comes to our sin it is not the length that is the problem, it 
the height. Ultimately all of our sinful actions are committed against the 
highly exalted and supremely glorious God of the universe. This means 
all of us deserve to experience everlasting shame because of how we 
have lived our lives.  
 
And yet here is the great news of the Bible. There is another way for the 
story to finish. According to Daniel 12, there are two eternal 
destinations. Not everyone experiences the punishment they deserve. 
Some will rise to the joy of everlasting life in the loving presence of God.  
 
Let’s not be confused about who these people are. They are not the 
good people. The one who have lived a decent life and so earned their 
place in a lovely future. No, these are sinners who have found salvation 
with Jesus the Saviour. 
 
Friends, this is the only difference between those who experience 
eternal joy and those who experience eternal pain. It’s not that one 
group are good and the other are nasty. Or that one group has earned 
some reward points by going to church and the others haven’t. No, 
everyone is a sinner, the only question is whether we have come to 
Jesus as our Saviour, the one who died on a cross to experience the 
punishment we deserve. 
 
Which list are you currently on? The truth is that there will be all sorts 
of lists that we will have desires to get our names on whilst we live on 
earth. But at the end of the day there are only two lists that ultimately 
matter. 
 
 

 The list of those who are eternally saved 

 The list of those who are eternally lost 
 
Which list are you on? 
 
Let’s be crystal clear. The only way to get your name on the list of those 
who are saved is by asking Jesus to be your Saviour. 
 
Let me finish today with a word of encouragement and a word of 
exhortation. Or to use simpler language, let me finish with a word of 
comfort and a word of challenge.  
 
These are found in verse 3. Listen to what we’re told. Read verse 3. 
  
Here is the word of encouragement 
 
Those who have come to Jesus now will shine like the brightness of the 
heavens forever.  
 
This is a way of describing the bright future that lies ahead for 
Christians.  
 
If you are a Christian, there are no promises that the journey will be 
smooth. Indeed, it’s quite the reverse. However, the destination will be 
incredible. 
 
This is a motivation to keep going with Jesus, keeping sacrificing for his 
kingdom and not be tempted to leave him and focus on other more 
comfortable passions and pursuits. Everything will be worth it in the end.  
 
We all need encouragements when it gets tough. I was out jogging the 
other week and wanted to give up midway round. I kept going because I 
had decided to reward myself with an ice cream when I got home. 
 
So be encouraged if you are a follower of Jesus. The future is bright. 
 
What about the word of challenge? 
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Did you notice that the wise in verse 3 don’t simply hold onto their life 
in Jesus, they also hold out the truth to other people in order that they 
too will come to know the joy of being declared righteous by Jesus. 
 
Sometimes it is said that Christians can be so heavenly minded that 
they are no earthly use. However, unless we are heavenly minded we 
won’t be any real use while we are here on earth. 
 
What do you want written on your grave stone?  
 
The other day Josiah and I took a trip out. We started by playing football 
and then walked through the cemetery and looked at different grave 
stones.  
 
What do you want on yours that would describe your passion in life? 
 

 He was always busy 

 He was always at the beach 

 He liked to drink beer 
 
What about, “He led many to righteousness.”? 
 
He used his time. He used his money. He used his energy. He used his 
words. He used his home. He used his phone. He used whatever it 
takes to lead many to righteousness. 
 
So let’s do all we can with all we’ve got to leave a legacy that will last 
for eternity.  
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 


